We are in the book of John and I hope you are enjoying it as much as I am.  I was kind of nervous starting such a long study because I have never studied a book of 21 chapters before but I have really come to enjoy each and every week as we have walked with our Lord through the eyes of the apostle John.
Today we will quickly finish the last few verses of Ch 11 because I want to spend most of our time in Ch 12.
11:45

“Therefore” – in light of the healing of Lazarus

“many of the Jews” – remember that the phrase “the Jews” is really a term in the book of John for the adversaries of Jesus – I showed this to you several weeks ago – and what amazes me is that it does not say “all of the Jews” – how could you see the lame walk, the blind see, and the dead come back to life and not believe – amazing!

Now lets just establish right now that the resurrection of Lazarus was no scam.  If so these adversaries would have seen through it in a heart beat.  More on that in a minute.
11:46

The unbelievers who were not even swayed by someone being raised from the dead.

11:47

Now this is his adversaries saying this.  At no point do they question that Jesus is actually performing these.  Oh the liberals 2000 years later will question it but those who were alive at the time weren’t questioning it.

11:48

Now we get to the crux of the matter.  Politics.  They were afraid that the Romans would take away their nation.
11:49-53

So the high priest said its better that one man die than lots of people so let’s kill him before the Romans come deal with us.

11:54-57

The Passover is just a few days away and the cross awaits our Lord.

The same account is covered in Matt 26 so we are going to cover it in Matt 26 and then come back to it.

26:1,2

The Passover would have been the feast where the city of Jer would have been swelled to many times its normal size from people outside the city.  Now the sacrifice of animals was done by everybody but Jesus tells them the he, the Son of Man, was going to be sacrificed.

Notice several things here:

1. Jesus knew that he was going to die

2. Jesus knew how he was going to die

3. Jesus knew why he was going to die

26:3-5

The leadership of the nation was plotting on how they were going to kill Jesus.  

26:6

Now it would be easy to just pass over this and not get the significance.  It was unlawful to eat with persons that had leprosy and you never would have gotten one of the Jews to have anything to do with a leper.  I would also take it that this Simon had been healed-perhaps by our Lord himself. John (John 12:1) says that this was the house where Lazarus was, who had been raised from the dead. Probably Lazarus was a relative of Simon's, and was living with him. Further, he says that they made a supper for Jesus, and that Martha served. He says that this was six days before the Passover. From the order in which Matthew and Mark mention it, it would have been supposed that it was but two DAYS before the Passover, and AFTER the cleansing of the temple; but it is to be observed,
12:1

Can you imagine the stir.  Lazarus is walking around, a living testimony to being raised.  And everybody is talking to Lazarus who came back from the dead.  Everyone wants to know what it was like.  Think I’m making this up.  Notice 12:9.

Think about it.  Lazarus went down to Abraham’s Bosom, was there for 4 days, and then got called back to this crazy world.  He wished he had stayed dead.  Then he had to hang around wait to die again so he could go back to glory.
So the town is in an uproar.  

12:2

Lazarus was a close friend of Jesus and this continued after he was raised as well.  

12:3

Mary loved her Lord.  He had did the impossible, raising her Lazarus from the dead, and now she was able to show him her love by doing this for his feet. (explain the dry dust, sandals, walking everywhere, etc).

Saw a little bit of a country music show on TV last night and they showed Crystal Gayle singing and she has long black hair that hangs almost to her ankles.  It would have been easy for someone with long hair to wipe someone’s feet with her hair.

12:4-6
Judas was in charge of the money of the disciples.  He was the accountant for the disciples and apparently he was stealing from the till.  Also note that Judas did not love Jesus.  For whatever reason he was against Jesus.

12:7

Jesus knows that he will soon be on the cross and this is preparing him for burial.

12:8
This is really an important verse and I want to focus on it for a minute.  One has to ask the question why?  Why will you always have the poor with you?  And the answer is really two fold because human nature never changes:

1. Reason 1 – you will always have the greedy rich and powerful who will take advantage of those underprivileged and not as gifted – book of Proverbs talks repeatedly to this

2. Reason 2 – Now this next reason nobody every mentions but you have to get this as well.  You have those who are lazy and undisciplined and they are unable to manage money and will always be poor.

12:9-11

Same theme we have been hearing repeatedly.

Applications:
1. Love will change a heart when a miracle might not – v45
2. Some will NEVER believe this side of the grave – v46 – but Phil 2 says “Every knee will bow” – there will be no atheists in Hell
3. Human responsibility works in union with divine sovereignty – v54

4. People will manifest their love for their Lord in different ways so be careful with your criticism – v3

5. When you spend money on the Lord it is never wasted
6. Many who claim to have a heart for the poor are really in it primarily for themselves
7. Giving to the poor without asking anything in return is seldom beneficial – explain the OT welfare system - 
8. Biblically if one doesn’t work then neither should he eat – II Thess 3:10
9. You cannot eliminate poverty
10. It would be smarter to spend your money on the kingdom of God than on trying to feed the poor – ie. Lincoln City Mission approach
11. Have a heart but be smart about it – pan handlers in KC
