We have been studying the book of John on Sunday mornings and in one of our earlier studies we looked at the John 1:16,17 which will be the basis for our message this morning.

Read 1:16,17.

If Jesus is the one that revealed grace to us then if Jesus had not been born then we would have never known about grace.  
So what is grace?  The Greek word is KARIS and in its basic form it means to give thanks and most simply put, it is to give thanks for something we don’t deserve.  I get MB a set of knives for Christmas and she sends me on a European vacation.  That is grace, something I don’t deserve.  

Now as I mentioned last night Santa is not grace oriented.  How does the song go “He knows when you are naughty or nice, so watch out for goodness sake”.
So Jesus taught us grace, giving others what they don’t deserve.  We have spent a lot of time in the book of John on Sunday mornings so let’s turn to the first book in the NT, the book of Matthew and just look at how Jesus taught us about grace, what we don’t deserve:
1. 1:20-23 – you want to talk about grace – God took on flesh and got involved in this mess down here, that we didn’t deserve

2. Then to save us from our sins – 1:21

3. He taught us countless principles including where our treasures are to be (6:19-21) and not to worry (6:31-34)
4. 8:16 – he heals ALL the sick

5. 8:23-25  15:15,16 – he puts up with the little faith disciples

6. 9:23-26 – he brings a little girl back to life even though they laughed at Jesus

7. 9:34 – How he continued to give the Pharisees the opportunity to believe

8. 10:1 – he let lowly man do work that only God can do

9. 11:4 - He performs miracle after miracle and yet at the cross how many are there in support and to say thanks
10. 11:28-30 – he takes our burdens – the song I sang
11. 12:9-14 – He does good even though they are going to kill him for it
12. 14:27 – tells Peter how to deal with fear

13. 17:20,21 – he was patient with the disciples lack of faith

14. 22:14 – he offers salvation to all

15. He washes the feet of the very man who would betray him

16. He loved Peter even though he denied him – 26:33,34
17. He was without sin and yet he goes to the cross and pays the penalty for our sins which we did not deserve – Jn 19:30
Applications:
1. If you understand Grace you get involved even though it’s a mess – 9:37, 10:16
2. If you understand Grace you help that one – tell your story of sea critters – 25:34-40 – MB and next door neighbor
3. If you understand Grace you help even though you will be criticized – 11:18,19

4. If you understand Grace you are patient with those who do not understand what you are about – 12:47-50
5. If you understand Grace you are very forgiving – 18:35 – how can you not forgive in light of what you have been forgiven
6. If you understand Grace you are happy for someone who has more – 20:1-16

7. If you understand Grace you offer salvation to all  – 21:31,32

8. If you understand Grace, at Christmas you are very thankful because YOU have received what you don’t deserve – country, freedoms, food, material things, family, 
