We are studying the NT book of Philippians in our time together on Sunday Morning.  Several weeks ago we looked at grace, with a particular emphasis on the differences between law and grace.  And by way of bringing closure to that section I would like to tell you a story on taking the grace approach to a particular situation.  For you see it the point of our studies is to take what God teaches us and live it during the week.  
Charlie is my 23 year old son and awhile back there was someone at work who left where Charlie works and she was talking all kinds of trash about Charlie.  For this story I will call her Sally, although that is not her real name.  Most of what Sally was saying was really vicious stuff and not true in the slightest.  Of course Charlie was furious when it got back to him what she was saying.  So in one of those Mother/Son conversations Mary Beth said to him it would be good if you had already formulated in your mind what you were going to say to Sally should you ever run into her.  Mary Beth suggested this:  It is always best to face a person face to face when you have heard awful things being said about you.  It is very important not to ever downgrade that person just because they have said bad things about you.  The next time should the Lord give you an opportunity to be face to face with her I would say “I do not understand why you felt the need to malign my character in front of ---------.  But I just want you to know that I have always had the highest regards for you.  
                                                                                           .  And as the Lord would have it this week Charlie runs into her.  Sally is talking on the cell phone and Charlie waits until she gets off and comes right up to her and says what MB had suggested and ends it with this:  “But I just want you to know that I have always had the highest regards for you and I would never say things like that behind your back”                                                                                                                 “.  
Both MB and I were there when Charlie came home.  He was so pumped as he recalled his telling Sally.  He said the look on her face was priceless as he said “I will never speak poorly of you”.  
My friends that is grace.  Did Sally deserve to be spoken well of?  Of course not.  But grace is not about being fair, grace is not about counting or keeping track, grace is about forgiving regardless of what someone has done to you, grace is about loving those who don’t deserve to be loved, and grace is about letting God, not oneself, determine “what someone else deserves”.  
So this morning let’s return to the book of Philippians.
1:3

“I thank my God” – it has been 10 yrs since Paul founded the church and he is writing back to tell them thank you.  Note the personal relationship.  Paul viewed his relationship with God in an intensely personal way, not just some far away mystical concept that is irrelevant to his life.


Ie. I introduce Jerod the maintenance man, “my son” – explain about talking to Ryan and his boss
Now also let me remind you that as Paul is writing these words he is a prisoner and to many his God might not appear all that great.  But to Paul his physical circumstances are not important.  What is important is his relationship to his God.
“every time I remember you” – it is so easy to focus on the shortcomings of fellow believers but Paul did not do this.  

Let me bring up two areas that I think we often lose sight of when we are considering other believers:

1. So often we are very critical of other believers.  Then we cover our critical spirit by saying we are just being realistic.  But that is like putting vanilla cake icing over a cow pile, it looks and smells great on the outside but what it is on the outside has no correlation to what it really is.  Let’s apply some grace to this.  You extend to other believers grace because your Lord has extended grace to you.
2. It is so easy to become mired down in the problems of others and to lose sight of the great work of grace that God has done in your own life.  At one time we were not all that fantastic either.  It will help all of us if we see other believers as “trophies of grace” devoted to Him throughout all eternity.

Joy Principle #13:  One of your greatest sources of joy will come from other believers
1:4
V4 is a parenthesis and Paul will continue with his thought in v5.

There are basically 3 words used for prayer in the NT:

1. A general word for prayer – PROSEUKOMAI – 1:9

2. A word which means to give thanks – EUKARISTEO – has an emphasis on grace

3. A word which means to make a request – DEAYSIS – this is the word we have in v4

Notice what always accompanied any petition or request on behalf of the Phil believers!  Joy!
Joy Principle #14:  A source of joy should be praying for fellow believers

Ie. Prayer group Monday night

1:5

Really this is the continuation of what he was saying in v3.  Read v3,5 together.

“because of your partnership” – the word for partnership is KOINONIA and it means “to share together” – also 3:10, 4:14,15
“in the gospel” – the good news that God has given concerning himself and his son – we have a message from the eternal God himself

“from the first day” – ie. Lydia at the river

So Paul is simply saying thank you for the material gifts they have sent him that have been used to preach the gospel.

Joy Principle #15:  Joy comes to us when we financially support ministries that share the gospel
Now we come to what I consider to be one of the most comforting verses in all of Philippians if we will listen to what the Lord is telling us.
1:6

Before we look at the details let’s put your name in this verse because the Lord is speaking directly to each of you.  “being confident of this Keith, that he who began a good work in you, Keith, will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus”.

Now let me correct the translation and personalize it.

“Being confident of THIS VERY THING Keith, that the one having started a good work in Keith Morris will continue it until Keith goes to be with his Lord”

Let’s look at v6 in some detail:

· “being confident of this” – Literally it is “being confident of this very thing” so Paul is being very emphatic here.  The Lord wants you to have confidence in this, to be assured, to know that you can count on this very thing.  You may not be confident in our economy, in your job, in your government, in your friends but he wants you to be confident of this!
· “that he who began a good work in you” – This would have been the Lord many years ago, when you believed in Christ, when you were saved.  But note the word is “began”.  That was just the start of it.  The person we are today is not who we will be.  He has begun to work in me but that work is not yet complete.

· “in you” – Put your name there, “in Keith”.  
· “will carry it on to completion until” means that God is working in your life TODAY.  We know this because of the “until”.  God could have said “on”.  But by using until God is telling us that he is working today and he will work tomorrow and he will continue to do so until we go to be at home with the Lord.  In the joy, the hardships, the good times and the bad he is at work in our lives.  
· “the day of Christ Jesus” – A term used in scripture to indicate the time we go home to be with him, whether it be the rapture or our death
So here is the application for you and me:
1. God is not conducting an experiment in your life, He is carrying out a plan – God is not setting in His heaven and saying “Oh let’s see if this works with Keith”.  The things in your life, the things that have happened to you, and the things you will go through are not some random accident but part of an incredible plan that your loving heavenly father has for your life.  Be confident in this!
· Piece of pottery on a wheel

2. Every detail of your life is put there by the Master Planner – From each person that you meet on the street, to the friends that you have, to the places you have worked, even the difficult times that you have gone through.  In every single detail of your life you are being watched over by the Master Planner.  There is nothing in your life that has not first been sifted through the Master Planners hands.  Be confident in your Master Planner!
3. You are a work in progress, not a finished product – Keith, you are not the finished product.  And you never will be a finished product until you go home to be with Christ.  Unfinished products show incredible potential but they still have to go through some changes to get to where the creator wants them to be.  Be confident that the Lord is still working in your life.
· Overhaulin show

· Car auctions

· Some of you get frustrated with me and criticize and malign me because of some mistake that I made in the past.  You just won’t let it go.  But you are acting like the Keith Morris that is standing before you is a finished product.  I am not.  The Lord is still molding and shaping me and there are going to be imperfections that will be obvious to all.  

· And by the way you are not a finished product either but you never examine yourself because you are too busy being worried about other people

· Me and anger – Ross telling me he has my tempter

4. Be patient with yourself as the Lord helps you become what he wants you to be - If you are like me you get frustrated with yourself when you don’t handle something the way that you should but I must remind myself that I must be patient with myself, as I am not yet what I shall someday be.  We must learn to crawl before we can walk and learn to walk before we can run.  I have never seen a 6 month old baby get out of the crib and start running.  Ie. Clayton coming around the corner going “Nana.  Nana.  And pointing”.  Yet that is sometimes what we expect of ourselves in our Faith Rest walk.  Be confident that the Lord is patient with you as you become more like his Son.
5. Realize that the Lord has begun in you a good work and NOTHING will keep Him from finishing it until you become like Christ when you are with Christ – I would say it “Once saved, Always Saved”.  Or you could say “A work begun by God will ALWAYS be finished”.  If you could lose your salvation this would have to read “He who began a good work in you MAY carry it on to completion”.  So Be confident that you have been saved and will ALWAYS be saved.
6. You can quit on yourself but the Lord will NEVER quit on you – Last night MB and I went to the Nebraska Volleyball banquet.  It was a celebration of what team work can do, a celebration of many one hearts beating as one.  To use a volleyball analogy, we saw again on the big screen at the Cornhusker a fantastic picture that has been in my kitchen waiting to be framed.  It is the picture of 4 girls and the joy they felt at the moment they had won the volleyball match at Washington.  But you know what is sad there?  I had quit on them.  At one point I even turned the TV off, figuring it was all lost.  But did the Nebraska Volleyball team quit in the Washington Regional’s?  Not for a minute.  They were down 9 to 3 to Washington and then reeled off 9 straight points.  We heard the announcer say “I have never seen anything like this before”.  Nebraska then went on to win but what if they had quit at 9-3.  They never would have experienced the joy of the Final Four as they did in Omaha.  But what if they had quit after being down 2 sets to 0 in Omaha?  They would never have experienced the joy of tying it up 2 sets to 2 sets and going ahead 10 to 8 in that final set.  They would have missed 18,000 fans cheering for them as they battled to the very end.  They would have missed the joy of being told that was the most satisfying loss that had ever been experienced.  They would have missed out on the hundreds of emails and congratulatory phone calls.  They would have missed having over 650 people at a volleyball banquet honoring them as winners.  Now, it did not work out exactly as they wanted, of course, because they got beat in the end.  But they are heroes because “they left it all out on the floor”.  They could walk out of that Qwest Center with their heads high because they did the best they could.  And all that because they never quit.  Now there have been a few doubters like me as we went through the season.  But the team never quit.  Be confident that the Lord will NEVER give up or quit on you!
7. We are never useless to our Lord – A personal story here will make this point.  Dell was saying the other day that he was only a burden, of no use any more.  Yet later he was writing out a birthday check for one of his nieces and upon giving it to her was told that the check was an answer to prayer.  Her little boy had been praying for bunk beds for a long time but because of finances they had been unable to get them.  Now because of his gift her little boy will get his bunk bed for Christmas.  So whether we are old, young, single, married, rich or poor, we are always useful to our Lord.  Be confident that the Lord will always use you! 
Joy Principle #16:  Joy comes to us when we realize that we are not some random accident but an integral part of a Master Plan

Joy Principle #17:  Joy comes to us when we realize that the Master Planner TODAY is working in our lives

Joy Principle #18:  Joy comes to us when we realize that the Master Planner will NEVER give up on us or not be involved in our lives
