We are off to one of the most amazing books of all of scripture, the book of John.  It is written to increase our faith and it contains a detailed look at who Jesus Christ is.  Let’s review where we have been in our first two studies:

Jesus #1:  He is Eternal

Matter was created, the angels were created, everything was created, except the God head and they and they alone are eternal.

Jesus #2:  He is God

John 1:1,2 is the most direct statement in scripture that Jesus is God.  Now you may not believe that but it is the undeniable clear teaching of this passage that John believed that Jesus was God in the flesh.
Jesus #3:  He is a distinct & different personality from God the Father

Jesus #4:  He is the giver of abundant life
And today we are going to look at v4-13 where Jesus is light.

Last week we looked at the abundant life that we have available to us and I truly hope you were encouraged by that.  The life you have before you is of unlimited potential.  If you did not have a chance to hear that you can go to spraguechurch.org and listen to it on the internet.  Ken does a great job of recording the messages and there are a lot of people that listen to them.
But this week is going to balance out what we covered last week.  Just because we have before us an abundant life does not mean that there will be no pressure.  It does not mean that there will be no difficulty.  We tend to think that an abundant life is a life with no pressure, where the circumstances work out just as we planned.  Where we make our plans and everything just falls into place.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  An abundant life is a life that has difficulty, challenges, disappointments, heartaches, frustrations, and just a whole bunch of ucky stuff in it but amidst all this there is a walk with your Lord that just gets better and better.  And this walk is so amazing that at the end you say I wouldn’t change a thing.  Oh there might be a few things here and there that I might tweek but I would probably mess something else up instead so I’ll just stick with this life.  So when I say life is good for me I really mean it is good but I do not mean that it is perfect, far from it.
This week has had its share of difficulties, some of them fairly serious.  But in the midst of it there has been so many blessings:  I received a letter from someone who used to attend her and she said that she is listening to Chip In grim’s messages and mine on the internet and what a difference the teaching has made in her life.  Wow!  It doesn’t get any better than that.  Then on Thursday night I took my granddaughter Chloe out on a date to celebrate her getting a perfect score on her spelling test and she gave me a card saying I was an awesome grampa.  Then in reading after reading this week my Lord has spoken to me through his word and encouraged me and lifted me up.  Then I got to load wood with my 2 year old grandson and watch him work so hard to help and then get a hug and kiss and give him a piece of gum and he told me he loved me and he said thank you as only a two year old can.  That is an abundant week and I could tell you much more.  But you say what about the problems?  Who cares?  They will be what they will be but I had an abundant life this week.  
1:4
“that life was the light of men” – what a light does is fairly simple:

1. It shows us what is ahead

2. It keeps us from stumbling or stubbing our toe – mention Dad hitting toe and forehead on half open bathroom door

3. It illuminates our path by eliminating the darkness
Now all that sounds great but there is one problem here, not all men want the light.  They would rather live in darkness than light.

1:5

Let’s look at 3:19-21

You see we have an amazing abundant life but not everybody wants what you have.  They hate the message that you bring.


Ie. couple walked out of funeral yesterday

Jesus brought light but they wanted nothing to do with his light because they loved their darkness and they put him on a cross.  Do you think you are going to fare any better?

What do you think the reaction will be when:

1. You tell them the correct thing to do is to return the money to the bank – 

2. You tell them they are gossiping and that is not nice

3. You tell them to believe in Jesus - me on going back to super saver on potato chips
1:6
John the Baptist.  We read the story in Lk 1 of his father Zechariah and his mother Elizabeth.

1:7

Now John had a 3 part mission:

1. To be a witness – MARTURIA – word is used twice – a witness is somebody who simply tells what they see – they don’t add to it or enhance it they simply tell it like they saw it

2. He was to witness about Christ – just tell it like it was 

3. The result of this witnessing – men believed – note that baptism is not mentioned

1:8

John was not the light but was merely the witness of the light.  John was merely the agent.  He was the straw.  
1:9

You would think that every man would want this light.  Note that every man has light.  I would take it that this is Romans 1 where it states that every man has revelation from God, every man has light from God.  Now let’s see what they do with that light.

1:10

This is an amazing verse.  He was the creator and yet the creation did not recognize their creator.  They rejected the light.  They did not recognize him as their creator.

1:11

Refers to the people of Israel.  Jesus was born a Jew and the Jews rejected him as their god and king and hung him on a cross.

1:12,13

But not everybody rejected him.  Some believed and they became his children.

Jesus #5:  He is light
So let’s make some applications of this:

1. Don’t get too impressed with yourself because you are not the light but merely the reflection of the light – I Cor 1:26-31 - some people really start to think they are something – the lord uses them for mighty things and before long they forget they are not the light, Christ is – Remember you are merely the straw, the agency for blessing.  The mirror does not get the credit as it is merely reflecting, it is not creating
2. You and your message will not always be well received – II Cor 11:23-26
3. You were created to shine in the darkness, not to shine in the light – You were not created so that we could all huddle together as believers and point at the world and say terrible, terrible, terrible.  We were created to be a light to unbelievers.  Matt 5:14-16
4. As a light you will need to frequently charge your battery so you better be in the word and be around positive believers – Ps 119:105 – think of yourself as a solar powered flashlight that sets out in the sun light and gets charged so it can give light – you bask in the light of the word and that charges your battery so you can give out light
5. Some shine brighter than others but all can be a light – Now I need to be very clear here.  We all have the same capacity to be lights.  We all have the same HS within us so we all have huge potential but because of different maturity levels some of you are AAA batteries, some AA, some the DeWalt 24volt, and a few the spotlight that lights everything up for miles around.

6. Your light is most effective when it is used for what it was created for – bringing the spot light in front of Pershing Auditorium to light up my hallway at night is probably not a good use as it was not created for that – some of you were created to witness and touch people and do things for the Lord that I could never do and vice versa – we are a body of Christ, each with differently functions and uses but all as givers of light
7. But always be open to be used by God however he sees fit – this means you may be a little uncomfortable from time to time – tell story of college girl walking by house and asking if there was anything that needed to be prayed for - ie. MB using my Dewalt to shine on toes, not something the designers ever thought of

8. Do not compare your light with others because each has its own purpose
9. Light is most effective when placed in the masters hand
10. Potential light is worthless until it is used – the light has to be turned on to be of any use - 
11. Jesus is not asking us to do what he has not done himself

12. Do not be a hypocrite by saying you are a light but walking in darkness – Jn 8:12 – I need to walk the walk if I am going to talk the talk

13. Walking by the light often does not change the difficult road in front of you, but it does illuminate it so it is not scary – Some lessons in life can only be learned by hardship and sometimes it is a slow long difficult climb.  But doing it with your way lighted, even though the difficulties are still there, is much easier.

14. If you are living an abundant life why would you not want to share that?

