We are studying the book of Philippians in our time together on Sunday morning and I hope you are enjoying it as much as I am.  I think you will find as we go through this book that it is life changing if you will listen to the words of the HS and apply them to your own life.  I know that already I have grown as I have applied the principle of abounding in love to the important relationships in my life.

Last week we found out that Paul was in prison chained to a Roman soldier.  Yet rather than getting discouraged about it he takes the high road and says his imprisonment was for the better as the entire praetorian guard was hearing the gospel.
1:15

His life revolves around making JC known.

“Some” – Probably believers here - Paul did not found the church of Rome and maybe it was some of the original founders that he is upsetting.  Some believers do not have the proper motivation for preaching Christ.  We see it today.  Rick Warren the pastor of Camelback Church wrote the book “The Purpose Driven Life”.  As a result of the success of that book he has been asked numerous times to appear on national TV and has kind of assumed the role of the spokesman for the evangelical church.  There are some that are jealous of his role and are trying to undermine him.  
So the names change but the motives never do.
1:16

Notice that love even takes care of this issue.  I would like to state here that there is no competition within the body of Christ.  Some have asked if it bothers me if someone leaves to go to another church.  If they go to a Unitarian Assembly, you cannot call that a church, then yes it bothers me because you will never hear Christ preached and the word is never taught.  But if someone leaves to go to Lincoln Berean, E Free, any of the bible believing and Christ proclaiming churches then fine.  The arm of Christ is not going to compete with the foot of Christ.  We are all one body striving for the same goal.
1:17
These antagonists actually thought if they preached Christ the Romans would hear about it and be a little tougher on Paul who was in prison.

1:18

The fact that he is a prisoner does not change anything.  We tend to take our eyes off of the purpose and put them on the circumstances.  When we go through a difficult circumstance we moan and groan about the circumstance.  But how many times have we asked if it will make me more effective in my service for Christ?
Paul did not really care what happened to him as long as nothing happened to stop the spread of the gospel.  The message preached mattered more than the man preaching.

Is pleasing people more important to you than proclaiming the truth?  I do not have to answer for how you feel about me but I do have to answer for how I handle the truth.

So v18 basically says “So what?  Who cares if they do not like me?  I am not the issue here, Christ is”.

1:19

“I know” – confidence – but note what he is confident of
“what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance” – Paul is confident that everything is going to work out okay, that he will indeed not spend the rest of his life in prison

Now why is he confident of this?

1. “through your prayers” – human responsibility – I am confident it will all work out because you are praying for me – I personally think if we would spend half as much time praying as we do complaining we would be a lot better off
2. “the help given by the spirit of JC” – divine side

Note both work together and I take it that both are necessary in order for this to work out!

Several applications before we move on to this next section:

· Not everybody has pure motives even though they are preaching Christ – TV evangelists who are always asking for money!  So be careful!

· The only proper motivation for preaching Christ is love!
· Don’t be so thin skinned even when you are in the right!
· Personal attacks are secondary as long as Christ is preached.

· Prayer on behalf of other believers can give them confidence
Joy Principle #24:  We are joyful when Christ is preached!
For a beautiful illustration of this we are going to return to our OT and the life of Joseph.  We studied him a number of years ago but what happened to him and how he viewed those circumstances are so important to us and how we view our circumstances.

Please turn to Gen 37 as we set our context:
· 37:2-4 – so two problems, 17 yr old little brother is a tattle tale and Daddy is playing favorites
· 37:5 – Joseph has a dream where his entire family is bowing down to him

· 37:12,13 – the clueless father sends Joseph to see how his brothers are doing
· 38:18-21- notice the contempt

· 38:25-28 – Joseph is on his way to Egypt

· 38:33 – they tell the Father that Joseph was killed

Now several points here before we move on.  But they are exactly the same thing that Paul applied as he looked at his imprisonment:
1. Adverse circumstances are not always what they appear to be

2. God’s sovereignty extends even to the free acts of man’s will

3. Even though your plans may fail God’s plans never do

Our story continues.

39:1-6 – Joseph ends up in the house of Potiphar, an Egyptian officer of Pharaoh.  God gives him success so we read in 39:6 --------.

So now his life is back on track and everything is working out, right?  No, Potiphar’s wife tries to have sex with this handsome 17 yr old and Joseph flees, doing just what he was supposed to do.

39:19-20 – now he is thrown into prison for doing what was right
Ch 40 – we will not read through this chapter but Joseph correctly interprets the dreams of some prisoners, one of whom promises to remember him when he gets out.  But we find the answer in 40:23.

As Ch 40 closes:

· Joseph is about 28 years old, having spent 11 years in prison

Some principles:

1. Even when we trust God the circumstances may go from bad to worse

2. Long periods of trail are often to develop character in us

3. Lengthy afflictions do not need to discourage us

Ch 41 opens and Pharaoh has had a dream that he can’t interpret.  So low and behold the prisoner finally remembers Joseph and the Pharaoh calls Joseph out of prison and Joseph interprets the dream.  There will be seven years of plenty followed by seven years of a terrible drought.  Joseph recommends that the Pharaoh put someone in charge of the food who during the 7 good years will save up the food so that during the 7 bad years they will not starve.  The Pharaoh appoints Joseph.

Several points:

1. God is involved in the details of our life, even during the difficult times
2. It was probably at this point, 13 years later, that Joseph began to see God working in his life – 41:46

3. Not giving in to the temporary pleasures of sin is a wise choice

The plot thickens.  The 7 years of plenty have not turned into the 7 years of drought.  Joseph has led wisely and is now 37 years old.  In Ch 42 his father sends his sons to Egypt to get food, of course not knowing that Joseph is now second in command.  Joseph plays some mind games with his brothers in Ch 43-47 but ultimately proves to his brothers that he is indeed little brother who now has their life in his hands.
Jump forward a few years.  The father has died and Joseph brothers are concerned that it is pay back time.  Let’s pick it up in Ch 50:


V15 – they think it is payback time


V16 – they are lieing


V17,18 – they thought they were going to die


V19 – the success he had experienced had not gone to his head


V20 – Joseph had the same attitude that Paul expressed in Philippians.  Maybe that is where Paul learned it.  


V21 – Joseph is led by grace

Some points:

1. Sometimes it will take years before we see the reasons for our hardships

2. We can forgive the most horrible of sins when we see God in control

3. God is able to use the sin of men to bring about a greater good
4. Only with the eyes of faith can we see years of difficulty as something for our better good
Let’s bring this concept closer to home and make application:

· Jerod has the front end of his pick up go out this week and it costs him $500 to have it repaired.  That’s bad right?  No.  Jerod says “Dad, that was God’s grace.  If I would have driven it several blocks further the tire might have snapped off while I was driving and the damage would have been over $2000”

· Friend goes in for a cracked rib.  That’s bad right?  No, they do xrays and find a tumor that would have gone undetected for several years until it was too late.

Joy Principle #25:  Joy comes when we Faith Rest today those circumstances that we may not understand until tomorrow!

The one small step concept!
