We have been studying the principles of Faith Rest since our first study last May and we will continue with that same theme this morning, looking at faith as we look at the resurrection of our Lord.  God’s Word is a look at the journey of faith and we will see it in the resurrection account as well.
Our Lord knew from the time he was a little boy what his mission was.  He knew that he was to be Savior of the World.  But it wasn't until the latter part of his three year ministry that he started to emphasize the theme of his death and resurrection.  Please turn to Matt 16 where we will start our study this morning.

16:21

“began to explain” – present tense – he would say to them over and over again
“that he must go” – “must go” is the translation of a word that communicates absolute necessity – it was absolutely necessary that he do 4 things:

1. “go to Jerusalem” – main city of the Jews
2. “and suffer” – present tense – suffer over and over again

3. “he must be killed”

4. “on the third day be raised to life”

Now who is going to do this to him?
“at the hands of the elders, chief priest and teachers of the law” – the religious crowd is going to be his opposition

I cannot think of a greater pressure than knowing the time and means of my death.  I would not want to be told I was going to die when I was 64 years old.  I would not want to know that I was going to get a bad brain tumor and that the last 2 months of my life would be full of incomprehensible pain.  Yet our Lord knew.  He knew everything that he was going to go through.  I think it is safe to say that it is not always a blessing to know what the future holds.
Also I would like to introduce a new Faith Rest principle.  We have had 168 of them so far.  Principles that the Lord gave to you in his word to assist you in living a life of faith.

There has only been one person on this earth who has ever lived a life of perfect faith.  From the time he was a little boy to the time he left this earth he lived a life of faith.  And yet his life was filled with pressure and trials.
Faith Rest #169: A perfect life of Faith Rest does not guarantee a life of no pressure and trials.
16:22
Peter is well intentioned but ignorant of the word.  He does not realize what the Lord was sent here to do.

Faith Rest #170: Sometimes our greatest obstacle to living the  Faith Rest life comes from those closest to us.

Ie.  I remember having a discussion with my Mom and Dad at one point when I was younger and still living at home.  I don’t remember the context but I said something about wanting to be a preacher and my Dad said “No kid of mine is going to be a preacher” and my Mom said “I would be so proud if you were a preacher”


Ie.  Maybe you had a Dad or a Mom that stood in the way of your spiritual growth.  Satan used them to try and keep the Lord from working His will in your life.  Maybe that person left you scarred and emotionally injured and through no fault of your own.  Someone that was supposed to love you ending up hurting you.  It often comes from those closest to you.  That is Satan working behind the scenes.

16:23

Christ now tells Peter that he is out of line.

Now let’s go forward to Matt 27:62, to a short time after Christ has been taken down from the cross and put in the grave.  We will pick it up at v62.
27:62,63

I have often wondered how many of these leaders came to faith after Christ actually did what he said he would do.  My guess is very few of them.  Christ had told them that he was going to rise from the dead and even his starkest enemies knew it.

Faith Rest #171: Just because you are religious does not mean you are living a life of Faith Rest.
· this morning throughout the US there will be thousands of religious leaders that stand in front of their people and put on the religious act but don’t believe in the physical, body resurrection of Christ.

· They are wolves in sheep’s clothing.  Beware of the religious!  Just because they wear a robe and a big cross around their neck does not mean they know the Savior.

27:64

“the tomb to be made secure by putting a seal on the stone” - The tomb was made sure by affixing the large stone to the entrance in such a way that it could not be removed without detection. It was sealed. In what way this was done cannot now be certainly told. The cave in which Daniel was cast was fastened in the same manner, and sealed with the king's signet (Dan 6:17), perhaps by fastening the stone in its place with cords, and bringing them together and uniting them with wax, and impressing on that the seal of the king. In this way, letters and books were anciently sealed. Possibly on the tomb of Jesus was impressed in this manner the seal of Pilate-the seal of office-making it doubly sure; or it may be that the stone was fitted into the tomb with clay or cement, and on that was impressed the seal of Pilate.  Regardless, the tomb was secure!
“and posting the guard” - That is, as large a number of soldiers as they judged necessary to secure the tomb.  These would have been Roman soldiers that put their life on the line.  If something happened and the grave was broken into they would pay for that with their life!

I think this is one of the greatest proofs of the historicity of the resurrection of Christ:

1. The arch enemies of Christ set up the defense with no restrictions on what they could do
2. The grave was protected by the finest Roman soldiers that were putting their life on the line

Let us see if all the planning of man can overcome the promise of God!
28:1
“Sabbath” would be our Saturday with the “first day of the week” thus being our Sunday.

28:2

“There was” – the Greek text reads “There had been” with the idea that prior to the women coming there had been an earthquake and the angel rolled away the stone.

28:3 – the angel who probably was in the form of a man – Sorry there was no white robe and wings.  That didn’t come on the scene until mid-evil folklore.
28:4

The guards have been through a lot in a short amount of time.  They have felt the ground shake with the earthquake.  They have seen an angel white as snow roll away a huge bolder.  Then they witnessed a man who was supposed to be dead come out of the grave.  No wonder the text says they “became like dead men”.

28:5,6
The soldiers weren’t the only ones afraid.  The women weren’t expecting this either.
Now Matthew doesn’t cover it but there was something special about the way the grave wrappings.  They would wrap the body in strips, packing it with spices as they went.  So you would expect it to be in a heap on the floor, unwound accordingly.  But I believe the grave wrappings were exactly in perfect wrapped form, but with no body in it.
· illustrate it with a doll

28:7

This was the message the angel, and there were actually two angels, as brought out in another gospel.

28:8-10

The message of Easter is a message of hope.  This is why we gather together by the millions to celebrate this incredible day.

1. The message of Easter is that life does not end at the grave.  What appears to be defeat is indeed victory.  Share gospel.
2. The message of Easter is that your life can be a life of power.  Romans 1 tells us that the same power that it took to raise Christ from the dead is available to you to live your life as well.  All it takes is your faith.
3. Faith Rest #21:  As long as The Lord is with you there is no place for fear.

