I invite you this morning to come set down at the buffet that will be placed before you.  We are used to the Country Buffet or the All you Can Eat Buffet where we eat twice what we should and then pay for it all night long.  This morning I set before you a buffet of intelligence, a feast of information from God’s word.  Come, enjoy, take all you want, and it is guaranteed never to leave you indigestion.  But it is up to you to take intelligence for your life and make it wisdom for your life.  So let’s assume that you do that so set down at the main course for today, what we call “Wisdom for Your Life”.  The Hebrews would say “Get HAK-MAAH”, get skill in living.  Prov 3:13-18.  Read it.
So this morning we continue to look at how to have skill in handling fear.  

We have looked at fear for several months now.  Fear means “to run away”.  To face something that makes you want to run away and hide.  When I started this study I spent five minutes talking about the different things we are afraid of.  But we quickly moved on from that because what you are afraid of I laugh at and what I am afraid you would laugh at.  But regardless at some point we all come face to face with our fears and it is to that we are going to talk this morning.

A close cousin of fear is courage which is going to be our talk this morning.  Quite frankly there will be many times in life when we must do things afraid.  We must do what we know we should do even though we feel fear.  Some of you think that you have get rid of the fear before you take the first step.  Most of the time this will never happen.  One of my favorite movies is “Saving Private Ryan”.  Many times in the role of leadership he had to step out in courage even though he felt fear.  
In some of the verses we will cover this morning you will find two commands that need explaining.  You will see a command for “Fear Not” and right along side it you will see a command for “Be Courageous”.  The reality is if you can deal with the fear you will not need to have courage.  Obviously the best solution is to deal with the fear through faith.  But if you do not have enough faith to remove the fear then deal with it through courage, which takes less faith.  Courage is not the absence of fear but action in the presence in the face of fear.  Courage is being the only one who knows you are afraid. Now there are times when we handle a circumstance by dealing with the fear.  We go through the passages that are written on the inside of your own personal bible.  You substitute your name as you read through those passages and the fear goes away.  There will be other times when you just can’t shake the fear so it will be in those times that you need courage.  Courage is not required when there is no fear.  It did not require courage for me to stand before you and speak this morning.  I was not afraid to do so.  Now if I am to go to downtown Lincoln on Sat night and go outside the bars and share Christ one on one with people that would take courage because there would be fear there.

Another way to say it is WE can “do it afraid”.  Oftentimes the only way out is through fear and that is what we will look at this morning.  These are tough times in which we live.  In the next ten years they are going to get much much tougher.  President John Kennedy said it well in his book Profiles of Courage “Great crisis produce great men and great deeds of courage”.  I do agree with President Kennedy on this but I would like to add that “While it is true that a crisis helps to make a person, it is also true that a crisis helps to reveal what a person is made of.   A crisis strips off the masks and the facades and shows us the real person that is inside.  How we handle the difficulties of life will largely depend on the character you have!”.  So this morning I want to add to the tool box of your character, something called courage.  For there will be many times in the days and years ahead that you will need to open your tool box, and pull out courage.  That is our study this morning.
So let’s start with Joshua 1 this morning as we read probably one of the greatest passages on courage in the bible.  We are going to develop 8 principles on courage and virtually every one of those is found in the first chapter of Joshua.  This is a passage to write on the inside of your bible and this is a great passage to substitute your name in when the crisis in your life hits.

V1-5 – very specific promise of God

V6 – there are giants in the land and you will need courage

V7 – courage is linked to obedience – note the repetition for emphasis

V8 – note the importance of obedience and the Word

V9 – third time he is commanded this – note the solution – I think it is interesting that he is not told “Fear not”

Go back and substitute someone’s name in this verse – Jim Dyck

Now let’s turn to Joshua 2 – The context is that the children of Israel are getting ready to come into the promised land and are poised to do so.  The first town they must face is the city of Jericho.  The home of Rahab the prostitute.  Sometime in the last 20 years I have written in my own personal bible the following comment on Rahab “If Rahab the prostitute bothers you, you don’t understand grace.  Because you still have allusions that God saved you because you are such a wonderful person”.  Also regarding Rahab I have written in my own personal bible “Your safety in a time of crisis does not depend of your strategic location but on God’s grace and provision”.  Ain’t that great stuff.  
In v8 Rahab is talking to the spies sent in to scout out the land.  


V9 – note the use of LORD


V10 – To Sihon and Og – race of giants

V11 – Rahab is a believer – so notice that because the courage had left they were unable to fight because it was the courage that allowed them to take action in the face of fear

Look at Joshua 5:1 – same concept – no courage no action
Principle #1 on Courage: You do not need to eliminate fear in order to do what is right, you need to have courage so you can act in spite of your fear.

Let’s make some applications of this:

1. Someone has done something wrong/illegal at work and if you bring it to everybody’s attention it could cost you your job

2. Someone asks you to do that which is not right
Now turn to II Sam 7:27.  Context is the giving of the Davidic Covenant where Davis is promised a house and a presence forever, the fulfillment of which is Christ.
V27 – note the important sequence:

1. God revealed to David that He would build him a house

2. Because of this revelation David found the courage to pray

Principle #2 on Courage: A promise from God can give you courage
II Chr 15:1-8
Principle #3 on Courage: If we know God knows it gives us courage

Ezra 10:2-5 (pg 730)
Principle #4 on Courage: Courage is a choice and when present it will result in something (usually action), it is never passive

Matt 14:27  Mk 6:50
Principle #5 on Courage: Realizing Christ is with you gives courage

Acts 4:13

Principle #6 on Courage: People can see your fear BUT they can also see your courage

Acts 23:11

Principle #7 on Courage: It will take courage to be a witness for Christ

Acts 27:22-25

Principle #8 on Courage: We can draw courage from others faith

Some applications on courage:
1. Fear Not is Plan A but Take Courage is Plan B – my desire for you is that you not have any fear but sometimes you just can’t get that far.  It takes more than that.  Then go to Plan B.

2. Courage is a choice and only you can make it

3. The more you know your God the more you will have courage
4. The exercise of courage will build tremendous character

So next time you are in fear and you need courage you are going to do the following:

1. You are going to open your own personal bible and inside its cover is written a number of passages on fear

2. You are going to read all of them – this may take awhile

3. You are then on several of them substitute your name in the scripture – II Chron 20:15-19  Joshua 2
4. You are going to remember who is at your side and you are going to remember that the king loves you and is delighted in you and you are going to choose courage and then you will act
