We have been studying the principles of Faith Rest and our study has led us to the book of Joshua.  Moses has died and was literally buried by the Lord.  The Lord did this because He did not want any other person to know where Moses was buried.  He knew that they would have a pity party for Moses and then haul his bones into the Promised Land, which the Lord did not want.

But I want you to turn to Matt 17 as we open our study this morning.  Jesus has been teaching his disciples and he is ready to take them to another level.  So we come to Matt 17:

· V1 – only those 3 go up –probably the leaders – if you were to look at Matt 4 you would see that these were some of the first ones mentioned.

· V2 – A transfiguration is merely letting his true inner character shine through – you are seeing the true glory of God unrestrained by his being a man

· V3 – Talk about a God of grace – Who was one of the ones who appeared and whose feet touched the Promised Land?  No admittedly it was in his spiritual body and not his resurrected earthly body but nevertheless he is there.

The reason I bring this out is just to point out the loving, compassionate, tender caring heart of your heavenly Father.  Some of you have such an image of your heavenly Father as this strict, authoritarian, almost cruel God.  I want to tell you that is not the way I see Him at all.  He was certainly portrayed that way at times in the OT and there was just cause for that.  But I think a better balanced picture is of the children gathered around Christ and he is tender and loving toward them.  Or how Christ treats the woman in sin.

Faith Rest #172: Our Faith Rest is in a God whose love and compassion is incomprehensible.



Ie. Clayton riding home with me last Sunday when he fell asleep with his bottle in his mouth, secure in his seat belt, and his grampa patting his leg and telling him how much he was loved




Ie.  Do you think Clayton comprehends right now how much his Grampa loves him?  Do you think sometimes he doesn’t even appreciate it?

Joshua 1:1-9 – God has just spoken directly to Joshua, telling him to be strong and courageous because He is going to be with Joshua 
1:9

God tells Joshua 2 things to be and 2 things not to be!  Notice that all four of these things are a choice that you can make.  You are not a victim in any of them!

To Be #1:  Be Strong – the idea is that you have a choice to be weak and you have a choice to be strong, it is up to you.  I personally think that our time and our culture has produced weak Christians and that is not to be.  You can fall apart when the going gets tough or you can be strong, it is up to you.  Remember II Tim 1:7.  Phil 4:19 “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”.  Believer you have sufficient strength for whatever battle you are in.  Use it! 
To Be #2:  Be Courageous – The idea with courage is that it entails action.  Courage and action go hand in hand.  And again that is your choice.  Ie. Christianity & Culture Conference next weekend
Now this is not the first time that Joshua has been told this!  V6,7,9,18

Why so often?  I thought about this for quite awhile and what I came up with is this is the #1 characteristic a leader is to have when faced with very difficult circumstances.  

Not To Be #1:  Do not Be Terrified – Again this is a choice.  You can look at circumstances and you decide – ie. Jeremy’s company getting bought out
Not To Be #2:  Do not Be Discouraged – Again this is a choice
Now how can we avoid all of this?  How can we Be and Not Be?

By the presence of the Lord.  The knowledge of the presence of the Lord will have an impact on you!



Ie. noticed at the wedding reception last night for Jeff that all of the kids of a certain family were drinking because the parents weren’t there.  We’re talking older kids here.

1:10

Notice that Joshua acts immediately.  There is no hesitation, there is no delay.  The Lord has promised so what else it there to talk about!

1:11

“”three days form now” – this is because he is going to send out spies in Ch 2 and he wants them to return before he starts.  But this is not a delay in “if he will go” but is merely a delay to allow the proper military action.

Notice some characteristics here of Joshua:

1. He is a man of faith and as such is a doer not a talker

2. He is a person of common sense which is not contradictory to being a person of faith – note he says “Get your supplies ready” which is a good thing to think through.  “Three days” allows time to do some scouting, again a common sense thing.

3. He is aware of the obstacles but He sees his God as bigger than the obstacles – “Jordan” was in flood stage which is difficult for 2 million people to cross

4. He does not burden God with the details of “how” when God has promised

5. He faith manifests itself in positive thinking – “you will cross the Jordan”

Faith Rest #173: A person of Faith Rest will focus on the end result and not the obstacles
Ie. note the stress on the land “for your own”

1:12-15   Numb 34:13-15 is the background.  The jest of it is that some of the tribes took their land on the other side of the Jordan.  They took it before they went into the land.
1:14

“shall help them” – this is an important point which brings out another principle for Faith Rest.

Faith Rest #174: In the Faith Rest life someone else cannot fight your battles for you



Ie.  mention Oxford House and its members

Faith Rest #175: The welfare approach to Faith Rest will never bring you peace and rest



Ie.  There is a welfare system in the bible that is very clearly outlined.  We have talked about it before.  Summarized they left the ends of the field with grain in them and the poor were to go out and pick up the grain and eat.  They had to work to get it.  Quite different than what we have in our nation today.  




But if you think you can just have a peaceful and restful Christian life handed to you without you doing anything you are wrong.  You are going to have to have Faith Rest.  There is no other way.

1:16

Ask Bob if he would like these kind of soldiers under him?  But we are all soldiers in the army.  Onward Christian Soldiers is one of our songs.  The problem is that we think we are on a cruise ship when we really are on a battle ship.

“we will do” – but do we really?  Emotions say one thing and do we obey then?

“we will go” – what if your son or daughter told you that they felt the Lord wanted them to be a missionary in Iraq?  

1:18

They knew that Joshua represented the Lord!
Now we come to the story of Rehab the prostitute!
2:1

Why?  They were used to seeing men going in and staying the night.

2:2,3  

Apparently someone saw something that looked suspicious and reported it to the king.  Remember that 2M people were encamped on the other side of the river and the people of Jericho were well aware of what their intentions were

2:4,5

She flat out lied.  Now let me ask you a question.  Was this right or wrong?  Should she have said “Here the men are!”.  Are there moral absolutes or are there situational ethics where what is right and wrong depends on the situation.


Ie. German Nazis

2:6,7

Here is the truth on what really happened.
Now do you have a problem with a prostitute being a believer?  If you do then you do not really understand grace.

Let’s establish that she indeed was a believer:

1. uses YHWH – v9

2. ‘’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’ again and sees God behind all the miracles – v10

3. notice her expression of faith – v11

v12-14 – the deal they make with her

In v15—22 the spies escape and return to Joshua

V23,24

The sadness of this verse is that this is what the Lord would have done for the parents if they had simply believed in the face of seemingly impossible odds.

