We have begun our time together in the word these past few Sunday’s weeks by talking about the difference between intelligence and skill.  Skill is really simple to understand, it is really just applied intelligence.  The ability to take some information and incorporate it into your way of doing something.


Ie. Charlie and ole vaulting – when he first started vs at the end

The Hebrews had a different name for applied intelligence, they called it HAK-MAH, or wisdom.  We might call it character.  Is character important?  Is skill in living important?  When one has character the ship doesn’t go under though the storm is great.  If you have character you may be going through some incredibly tough times right now but you will not fall to pieces because you have skill in living.


Ie. Winston Churchill in WWII – bombed incessantly but he would not give up – his critics were ruthless but he held fast – that takes character

The problem with greatness of character is that it is not quickly acquired.  Let me illustrate!  You go to college for 4 years and you get intelligence.  You get out of college and hopefully get a job and you take that intelligence and you mix with it experience and before long you have wisdom, applied intelligence.  Now I had a roommate my freshman year who had a lot of intelligence at the end of his one and only year.  He had a lot of intelligence on how to drink a lot of beer, a lot of intelligence on how to chase women, a lot of intelligence on how to get dressed up for a night on the town, but very little intelligence on Accounting or English.  As a result he flunked out after his freshman year and Uncle Sam drafted him and showed him a different kind of intelligence in how to shoot a gun and wade in a swamp.  But after a year in Vietnam Rodney came home a wise young man, totally grown up, a lot smarter, but certainly a lot wiser.  He ended up being a very successful and wise young man and he had character.
So I invite you this morning to come set down at the buffet that will be placed before you.  This Easter morning I set before you a buffet of intelligence, a feast of information from God’s word.  But it will be up to you to take this intelligence and apply it to your life, to turn intelligence into wisdom.  To live wisdom long enough that it becomes character.  

Our subject for the last several months has been fear and we are going to continue with that this morning.  However we are going to do so in light of the resurrection.  I think you will find this very interesting and hopefully life changing.
Let’s just establish from the beginning that I believe the bible teaches very clearly a literal physical body resurrection from the grave.  I mean that they put Christ’s dead body in the grave and that body became physically alive again and came out of the tomb.  Now you may not believe that but then you don’t believe what the bible clearly teaches.  For example:
1. John 19:38-42 – Now can we all agree that Jesus is dead and the text plainly says he was.  Otherwise whose body are they taking?
2. John 20:15-18 – can it be any clearer?

3. John 20:26-28 – the doubter – note it took him touching – spirits do not have hands and feet

Now some of you say “Keith, why did you go through all that.  We know that.” But probably 60% of the churches in Lincoln this Sunday will meet and not believe in a literal bodily resurrection of Christ.  They believe he rose in spirit but his body is still somewhere in some grave.  They do not think it is all that important!  But Paul did!
I Cor 15:12-14 – the resurrection is the cornerstone of Christianity – take away the resurrection and there is no Christianity

So what implications does this have for our study of fear?  What difference does it make if you believe that on Friday Christ died for your sins on the cross and on Sunday rose from the dead?  What is the big deal anyway?  Let’s read on in I Cor 15 and Paul will tell us:
1. If there is no resurrection then our view of the future changes and we better fear it – 15:17 – You have heard me say many times from this pulpit that for the believer this is as bad as it will ever get and for the unbeliever this is as good as it will ever get.  But if there is no resurrection then there was no Good Friday where the penalty for sin was paid and if that never happened then we are still in our sins.  Hebr 2:15 tells us that as an unbeliever we live in fear of death – if there is no resurrection we should be in fear of that
Ie. telling Natrina we would evaluate it all after 30 days at Fremont vs her hearing she could come home in 30 days – her hope was that she would get to come home and that different view of the future kept her going

2. But because there is a resurrection our view of the future and our current pressures is totally different – Rom 8:18 has an amazing promise

Ie. going through a tough time with school, work, and just trying to hold it all together – a better future

Ie. 4 kids from 4 different fathers, she lost her job because her little girl was born premature and spent too much time at the hospital, then found out her new case worker had not sent in a paper and she lost her Medicaid, went to one of the Dad’s to get money for groceries and he gave her a $100 bill and went to the grocery store and it was counterfeit and the police came and questioned her for hours - and now found out she may have MS – she’s in her 20’s – but she is now a believer
3. If there is no resurrection then it changes our view of death from something we do not fear to something we do fear – 15:18,19 
4. Because there is a resurrection we view the death of a loved one differently - I Thess 5:13 has a wonderful instruction on how the believer is to view the death of a loved one – it says “we are not to grieve as those who have no hope” – 

Ie. buried my Mom and my Dad and soon our kids will bury us – there can be grieving because of the loss but it is to be different

Ie. Natrina kissing Grampa every time she leaves

5. If there is no resurrection then it changes how you live – 15:29-32 – Then there is no right and wrong and do whatever you want.  There is no such thing as ethics and morals.  Do what you feel like because there is no tomorrow and it all ends with the grave.  And you wonder why our system of government is struggling today?
6. Because there is a resurrection it changes our patience with our body – I Cor 15:42,50-52

Ie.  Jerod and Ross going fishing till 6:30 am Friday night

Ie. Skyler - Joseph

7. If you understand there is life after death you do not have to be so afraid -  – Romans 8:15 “slave again to fear” 
· Losing your retirement or every being able to retire

· Economic insecurity

· health
8. Because you know there is a resurrection you do not need to be so afraid of other men (people) 

· Maybe it is something as simple as the reproach or criticism of others – Is 51:7

· Maybe it is the physical harm that may come from others – I Sam 17:24

· Regardless of what it is fear of man will be a snare – Pr 29:23

· Ps 27:1-3 – How David reacts to men!

9. There is no fear in the catastrophe – Ps 46:1-3  Pr 3:21-26 – impact of wisdom, being skillful in living
10. Ps 112:6-8 – no fear of bad news
You say, Keith, give me real live proof that knowing the resurrection really happened can help me deal with my fear!  I will, his name is Peter.

John 18:27 – afraid of a little girl



20:18 – afraid of the Jews


Acts 4:5-13, 18-20

End with the gospel!

