There are two ways that you can operate in this world as a believer:

1. You can operate as a believer who for the most part lives their life by Faith Rest.  If you are this believer you are stable and take in stride the bad news of the day.  Chrysler goes bankrupt as the economy continues to fall apart and you are relaxed, knowing that you Lord will provide.
2. Or you can be the believer who hits the panic button every time a bit of bad news crosses your path.  You are totally circumstances dependent.  If the circumstances are to your liking you are fine, if they are not then you are characterized by fear, emotional highs and lows, discouragement, and lots of instability.  You hear reports about swine flu and immediately you hit the panic button.  Oh I’m going to die?  One of my grandkids is going to die?  Worry and more worry characterize your life.
Now if you have been coming to the Sprague Church for very long you have a choice of which believer you are going to be.  You have been taught the Faith Rest Life, equipped with almost 200 principles on how to live life this way.  Now you have to make a choice.
Let me illustrate by way of example.  Before me is a simple radio, turned to receive any FM signal that is strong enough to come through.  It can be turned to 96.9 and listen to Country music, I can even turn it to the oldies channel at 99.9 and listen to some great music, I can turn the dial to KFOR, or I can turn the dial to Christian KLOVE at ----.  The choice is mine.
The same holds true of your mind.  You can turn it to many things.  There are all kinds of signals out there and it is your choice what you want to turn it to.  Some of you say “Have you heard what happened to the stock market?  That is really impacting my retirement.  Some of you are in panic mode as you hear what is happening to the banking system and the collapse of that.  Some of you hear the news of some company in Lincoln laying off so many people and you worry about whether you are next.”  Sound familiar?  How about turning to a different channel?  Try this one on.
How about tuning into this channel?  Jesus Christ is the creator of history and there is nothing that is currently happening or will ever happen that does not fit perfectly into his plan for the ages.  He has a plan for your life and he has been at work in your life equipping you for that plan.  He has an infinite love for you and he has put his shield of protection about you.  There is nothing that can happen to you that does not first obtain his approval.  The word surprise in not in the vocabulary of Christ and never once in all eternity has he said “That surprises me!”  He is personally watching over you right now and is involved in every detail of your life.  He loves you with an amazing love and he has only your best interests in mind.  He has promised you, and he has never broken a promise, that there is nothing that will happen in the circumstances of life that can impact your future with him.  He knows your needs and he has the capacity to supply them and he has promised you that he will.
So which life do you want to live?  The choice is yours.  Choose wisely.  One road will lead to worry, misery, and probably a near nervous breakdown.  The other road is the one that you read about in the lives of Daniel, Joseph, Esther, and countless other people in the bible.  That road will lead to incredible peace and an amazing life.  You decide which road you are going to walk down by choosing whether you are going to live by Faith Rest or by circumstances.  The choice is clear, it is up to you to choose.  
The first 11 verses are coming at a perfect time for the Sprague Church.  The primary subject of the first eleven verses is unity and this is a subject that we need to hear.  There are many different groups within our church, and for the most part we are no different than any other church.  We have the newcomers who would like to see a certain kind of music and service, and that upsets the ones with the more seniority who want another type of service.  Then we have the ones who think there is too much singing, a few who think there is just the right amount of singing, and then we have those who think there is too much singing.  Of course there is the group who wants to get here and get out as quickly as possible.  Then there is the group who really doesn’t care as long as the Word is taught.  And the list could go on and on.  What Paul is going to say in the first 11 verses is that we all need to get along and the best way to do that is to have a good dose of humility.  Oh and by the way, Jesus Christ the creator of the universe, and he MODELED humility for us.
Then in v12,13 Paul is going to bring up the subject of fear and I am going to use that occasion to interject into our study of Philippians a major study of fear.  By the time we get to it the swine flu will probably be sweeping the nation and some of you who skipped most of the Faith Rest series will be in full panic mode.  So it will a great opportunity for us to look at what the bible has to say about fear and see if we can get you stabilized, at least for a  few hours.  I have never taught on this subject so I am excited about the opportunity.
So let’s begin this morning by noting what the first eleven verses of Ch 2 are going to teach us:

1. We are to be unified – v1,2
2. The key to unity is humility – v3,4
3. Christ is the #1 example of humility as God became man – v5-11
Paul begins by telling us 4 things that we have as believers:
2:1

 “If” – notice there are 4 ifs in this sentence – now in English if implies some doubt – I’ll send you to the store if you will bring back what I sent you for – Teenager asks for the car and you say “If you bring it back by 10:00?” – the idea is there may be some doubt whether they will or not - Tall, dark, and handsome decides to ask Karissa for a date and she says she will go out with him if he can pass a 1 question test – there’s some doubt there whether he can – 

But in the Greek language the question “if” is a lot more specific:
1. You can say “If and it is so” – Called a first class condition - You could almost translate this Since – Karissa has been in bible study class with him for a year – she has heard of him speak of his love for his Lord and his wonder for what he did for him on the cross – she has heard him speak of being saved by faith alone in Christ alone – So when he asks her out and she says “If you can tell me how we are saved” she knows that he is going to answer correctly, we are saved by believing in Jesus Christ who died for all our sins and arose from the dead.  So even though the word if is used there is no doubt.
2. You can say “If and I assume it is not true” – Your teenager asks you for the car keys to go to the movie with his girlfriend.  You say “Sure, if I can go along”.  You are assuming that the answer will be no.

3. You can say “If and it may be true or it may not be true” – Shiela interviewed for a different job and she said “If I get offered the job I would have a tough decision to make”.  If Shiela used in Greek what is called the third class condition she would be implying doubt, she had no idea whether she would get that job or not.

What we have in v1 is four First Class conditions.  “If your union with Christ brings you encouragement and it does, If you get any comfort from Christ’s love and you do, If you have any fellowship in the Spirit and you do, and if you have received any tenderness and compassion and you have, then let’s quit our bickering and be united.
So let’s look at the 4 things that each believer has, 4 statements that should produce unity in believers, 4 basic spiritual truth’s:

1. We all have Encouragement from being united with Christ – The word for “encouragement” is PARAKLAYSIS and I think another translation might be “comfort” – The idea behind the word is “to come alongside to encourage or comfort” – it is what you do when someone has lost their best friend, you come alongside and you put your arm around them and you tell them you will be there for them long after everybody else has moved on – that is comforting someone – it is what you do when someone’s last son has just moved away from the house and their bedroom is so empty and they are crying and you come along side them, put your arm around them, and tell them there is no reason to be sad because they have been well prepared by a fantastic Mom to go out into the world – It is what you do when a great friend has just broken up with someone who she thought was the love of her life and you go and you set alongside her on the couch and you pray with her and cry with her and tell her that Jesus knows how she feels because he was rejected by those he loved as well – that is what is entailed here - Now let’s look at this same word in II Cor 1:3-7 – What Paul is saying in v1 of Philippians is that each and every one of us as believers has received tremendous comfort from Christ, whether it is directly from him or indirectly from him via other believers  – So if we have received great comfort from being in the family of Christ does it make any sense not to be unified?
2. We have all received Consolation of love – Encouragement that comes from love – once again the idea of coming alongside someone is brought into focus here – Sometimes in life you go through a deep hurt and it looks like it may be something you will never recover from – But a deep hurt may take a whole lot of love and a whole lot of relationship but over time it can heal – Believe me, I know - Can you function in love and be divided?  I don’t think so!  I Jn 4:7,10,11,19-21 – AGAPAY is the love of the will and not the love of feelings – You can choose to love even though you may not feel like it - 
3. We have fellowship of the HS – You could almost translate this spiritual type fellowship – Come fall on Saturdays there will be a fellowship that will happen with 11 guys on a football field – As someone once said there will be 80,000 people badly in need of exercise cheering loudly for 12 people badly in need of rest – So if an entire state can have that kind of fellowship why can’t we?  Let’s have some spiritual fellowship.  I met with someone last Thursday and had an incredible time of spiritual fellowship.  We talked about the importance of having a great heart, we talked about sometimes there is no easy answer that will take your pain away and that there is no magic wand to wave over it but sometimes it just takes a bit of time and a lot of relationship – We talked about freedom and freedom within our relationship with Christ and how we were created to love and be loved – Now that is spiritual fellowship – I did not want that time to end – And if two believers can have that an entire church can as well – We all have the same HS and can have unity around that same spirit – One of the things that rips me apart is when there is disunity within our family – tell about Ross and JJ having a little disagreement and I had to set them down – same is true of the body of Christ here at Sprague!
4. Fellowship of compassion and pity – the Greek literally says “if any compassions and pities” – the idea is that we have all received compassion and mercies – Compassion is something that is often associated with Christ – Matt 9:36  14:14  20:34  The point here is that if Christ so extended compassion time and time again in the gospel days he is doing it today as well – all of you have received it and you have received it this week – So if Christ has so extended it to us does that not motivate you to do the same - Col 3:12 – It seems like the Christians are the only ones that shoot their wounded – a believer has a difficult time and it seems we don’t provide compassion and pity but instead condemnation
2:2

Now because these 4 things are true you are commanded to do 4 things and note that all deal with unity.  The idea is that since you have and continue to have so much what should this mean for you?
1. “by being likeminded” - we are different people but in relation to Christ we are to think the same thing
2. “having the same love” – So where do the divisions come?
3. “being one spirit”

4. “and purpose” – 

Let’s just look at a few of the scriptures that deal with unity in the body:
John 17:20,21  I Cor 12:12  Eph 4:4-6
Some thoughts on unity:

1. Since we have been given so much why do we act as if we had been given so little?

2. Since we are all in the same family and received the same inheritance why can’t we get along?

3. The key to having unity is considering others more important than yourself
4. That attitude was perfectly portrayed by Christ

With all this where are the problems?  The division usually doesn’t occur around doctrinal issues.  Most of us agree on the basic doctrines of scripture.
