We have been on an amazing journey these past several months as we have looked at this amazing story of  David slaying Goliath.  Proverbs says “So as a man thinks so is he” and if you want to live life differently you are going to have to change the way you think.  When your way of thinking changes then that changes your actions and when your actions change your life changes.  We all have been through this.  Jerod and I were talking several weeks ago about what he was like when he was younger and Jerod said “Dad, I have no idea what I was thinking back then”.  It was amazing as he got out on his own and started paying his own way his thinking started to change.  We all have been through that.

Or how about farming.  My guess is that you don’t farm the way you used to.  When I was growing up there was no such thing as minimum till.  You worked that ground until it was soft and pliable and then you planted.  But thinking changed.  Gas prices went out of sight and the chemicals changed and before long a different approach was used.  Your thinking changed and thus you farm differently and the results subsequently changed.
It is my hope that I Sam 17 has helped change your way of thinking.  If it has then you have grown.  If not then you are still struggling with the giants in your life.  This will probably be our last study on this.  What I originally thought would be 68 principles on slaying giants has grown to over a 100.  I would suspect that if I were to cover it ten years from now it would be more than that.  So let’s open our bibles this morning to I Sam 17 and look once again into one day in the life of a little shepherd boy.  

We closed last week with some applications.  How have you done this week.  Have you traded today’s joy for tomorrow’s problems?  Did you forfeit the joy of the gift of a day so you could fret and get yourself all worked up over some problem that never even materialized?  We fight our battles one at a time, we live our life a day at a time.  That is a life changing application if you can get your hands around it.

17:51
“stood over him” – what is interesting is that David only stopped momentarily.  He did not linger here because the job was only partially done.
“drew it from the scabbard” – Goliath was very confident.  He did not put the face shield down and thus David was able to stun him with a rock to the forehead.  He had not even drawn his sword, it was still in it holder or scabbard as the text says.
As I mentioned last week I always thought that Goliath was alive when David cut off his head and it was the severing of the head that killed Goliath.  But the text is very clear that David killed Goliath first and then he cut off his head.  It was not the cutting off of the head that killed him.  Now why make this point?  Am I just being gory?  Since tonight is Halloween are we just being weird?
I don’t think so.  I believe in what is called the inerrancy of the Word which simply means that every word is inspired by God and every word in the original writing is without error.  God in his infinite intelligence carefully chose each and every word in our text and I think God is telling us an important principle here:
Giant Principle #91: Sometimes we slay our giants in stages

Maybe your giant is lying, you are a habitual liar.  From little lies to big lies, you struggle with this on almost a daily basis.  Sometimes you will slay a giant like this in stages.  It is not like you wake up one day and never lie again.  You start by telling the truth in a business transaction and that felt really good.  Then you tell the truth to your wife and that felt even better.  And over a period of time the giant of lying is slain and today you are free from that vice.  It took stages to accomplish it but it is done.

Giant Principle #92: Giants cannot just be wounded they must be slain or they will rise again

17:52,53
“saw that their hero was dead” – be careful who you put your faith in – there is only one who is worthy of our faith and that is not mortal man but the God man Jesus Christ – anybody else will disappoint you

“they turned and ran” – notice that when our hero falls we lose our courage – they were brave as long as Goliath was standing and roaring but as soon as he fell they had no courage

17:52

“then the men of Israel and Judah surged forward” – notice it took the slaying of Goliath and all of a sudden they are brave and have courage

Giant Principle #93:  When someone else slays a giant it gives us of smaller faith the courage to slay ours

Giant Principle #94: If you can slay the biggest giant it will get easier

Now what you need to understand is that there were still the brothers of Goliath there but when David slew the older by faith rest it gave those of lesser faith, the Israelites, the courage to go fight their battles.


Ie. The Patriot is a movie that I really enjoy.  It is simply a story of a man who did not want to fight, did not want to get involved, but when his family was endangered he did get involved and it is the story of his courage in battle and his leadership.  He was a giant slayer and he gave others the courage to go on because of his example.
17:53
“they plundered their camp” – when they ran they didn’t take anything with them – when you are scared you run for your life and you don’t have time to take much with you – so there is a camp with all kinds of treasures left behind
Giant Principle #95: There are many rewards for slaying giants

17:54
I think it is interesting here in that David did not participate in the plundering of the camp.  He really focused on only two things that he kept, Goliath’s head and his weapons.
Giant Principle #96:  there is nothing wrong with showing you killed a giant as long as you give the Lord the credit

I have a good friend who was an alcoholic.  He got into AA and he has been sober for almost 40 years.  He has a coin or I should say a series of coins commemorating the years of sobriety.  I look at them as trophies for slaying a giant.

I have on top of my dresser something that I bought when on vacation.  I bought it to commemorate the slaying of a giant in my life.  They set on top of my dresser as a reminder of a fallen Goliath in my life and if I can slay one giant I can slay others.

Giant Principle #97:  Sometimes it would be wise to have a personal reminder of the time you slew a giant

17:55,56
Giant Principle #98: Men grow up on the battlefield

David started out a young boy and grew into a man that day.  Battle does that.  Next week we will celebrate Veterans Day.  Some of you went away to war as boys and came back men.  Battle does that.  You grow up quickly.

When you slay giants you will spiritually grow up fast.  
Giant Principle #99: Giant Slayers must remember they are successful only because of the Lord

See 18:14 – this is the key to David’s victory
Giant Principle #100: Giant Slayers are seldom well known

17:57

Giant Principle #101: One small boy with faith accomplishes what  thousands of grown men without faith could not do
David is standing before the king and before the head of the army, both of whom were grown men but notice who is holding the head.

My 3 year old grandson Clayton got a toy chainsaw a while back.  It never left his side.  He walked with it, he even slept with it.  

17:58
Giant Principle #102:  Just because you slay a giant does not mean you are ready for leadership

David was told in I Sam 16 that he would be king.  In Ch 17 he slays Goliath.  So you figure in Ch 18 he becomes king, right?  No it will be 13 long difficult yrs before David becomes king
18:1-5
Giant Principle #103: Slaying giants can change your life dramatically

18:6-9

Giant Principle #104:  Giant Slayers will invoke jealousy on the part of the weak

18:10-16
Giant Principle #105: If you do not deal with your giants you will live your life in perpetual fear

And now we have our last principle on slaying giants.
Giant Principle #106:  As a giant slayer be humble and be careful not to look down on those of less faith

A spiritual giant slayer will remain humble even after the great victory.  Now remember that David could have viewed the king as a coward as he was but David never saw him this way

· 17:58

· 18:17-19

· 18:23

Applications:

1. Confront your problems instead of passing it off on someone else or don’t let others fight your battles – this is what Saul did and it plagued him for the rest of his life
2. Quality of life should be preferred over length of life – ie. Saul is miserable
3. One day of faith rest can change your life forever
4. One great faith rest victory does not mean your battles are over – Saul will try to kill David for the next 13 yrs

5. God desires every single one of us to be a David
