There are two studies that we will do here at Sprague that will be the two most important that you will go through in your lifetime.  One is a study of Faith Rest which we are doing now and the other is a study of grace which will be on the future.  Why is the study of Faith Rest so important?

Hebr 11:6 give us our answer where it says “Without Faith it is impossible to please God”.  You see, it is not how well we sing on Sunday morning, or the clothes we wear, or even if we were the one who taught the message on Faith Rest.  What pleases God is our faith.  Nothing more, nothing less.  And what our study of the Faith Rest life is trying to do is to equip you with the teachings from the word that will help you live a life of faith.  We have covered principle after principle towards that goal and we will continue with that this morning.
We are getting to the point in our study of Faith Rest where we will do more review of principles we have already covered than we will the gleaning of new principles.  I try and review some of these almost every day and they never grow old to me so I think you will find it interesting as we look at what we have forgotten.

Our context is Numb 13,14.  Let me briefly set the context:

· The children of Israel have left the country of Egypt after many years of slavery.  They left with the promise of a land where they could live and worship the Lord their God.

· For over two years they have traveled towards the Promised Land.  During those two years they failed test after test that was meant to equip them for the rigors of taking the land.
· On the edge of the Promised Land they send in twelve spies and they bring back a report to the nation of Israel.  As all gather around we hear this report in 13:26.

13:26,27 – So far so good.  It is just as God had said it would be.

13:28,29 – It is not going to be easy.  There are obstacles, there are inhabitants who are not going to give up easily.  From the human perspective the children of Israel are not fighters, they are not warriors.  They have been slaves and slaves are not usually trained in warfare.  So they see obstacles that are overwhelming and they know that they do not have the human ability or strength to overcome those obstacles.  So they are left with two choices and they must decide:
1. They can trust the Lord whom they cannot see

2. They can believe the circumstances which they can see and be overwhelmed with fear and panic
Now this is no easy choice because their emotions will take them into #2.  Are they going to trust what they feel or are they going to trust the Lord and his unbreakable promises?

13:30 – So here we get the Faith Rest response but will that be the response of the people of Israel.  Unfortunately not.
The Faith Rest study is a study about life.  It takes life and it simplifies it.  It is God asking you a simple question, “Keith are you going to trust what I have promised you or not?”
· Keith, I know those people did not end up buying a house through you and you were counting on that commission to pay some bills.  Are you going to trust me or not?
· Keith, I know someone really criticized you and told some things that were not true about you.  Are you going to trust me to take care of that?

· Keith, I know you are really concerned about the health of one of your kids.  I love them more than you do so will you just let me handle that?

This study is Faith Rest for the trenches because that is where most of us live our lives.

13:31-33 - They mention the enemy (“they are stronger”).  They mention themselves (“than we are”).  But they leave out?   God!

Now we see in Ch 14 the response of people to overwhelming circumstances when we leave God out of the picture.

Num 14:1-2

“That night all the people of the community raised their voices and wept aloud”
“all the people” – notice that this is not just a few, this is pretty much the entire congregation – Now we know that there were some exceptions because we will see Caleb and Joshua in a few minutes but for the most part everybody was wailing
“raised their voices and wept aloud” – to wail is the idea – it is one thing to hear the sniffling cry but this is something different, this is the loud piercing wail of someone whose heart is broken
Quite frankly, this is the music of a pity party.  It is not the Beatles, it is not the Rolling Stones, it is not Frank Sinatra.  It is the “Woe is Keith band”.  The lyrics go something like this:  Things are tough, oh poor Keith.  Everybody just leave me alone because I am just depressed today.  And if you had my circumstances you would be depressed to.  Oh Keith, your poor thing.    Have you never played that kind of music at your pity party?
The people of Israel were looking at a situation that was too much for their human ability to handle.  They saw the obstacles and in and of themselves they could not handle them.  So instead of Faith Resting it they fell into self-pity.  Here’s a previous principle:
Faith Rest #150 – People of No Faith Rest will often be emotionally unstable.
Num 14:1-4
Now when you are in emotional overload you will not think clearly and the children of Israel are no different.  They are panicking and they are not thinking clearly and they are about to do something very stupid.

I am going to give an analogy that I may not be accurate on because I have never served in the military.  But let’s say you took 100 young men who said they were brave and you put a gun in their hand and you sent them into battle, totally untrained.  If the midst of battle it would be probable that a large number of them would panic and totally fail as soldiers.  That is why soldiers are sent into basic training.
You are looking at 2 million people who have failed basic training, battle is imminent, and they are falling apart.

Faith Rest #31:  Be careful as a believer when you long for Egypt 

· I call this the mistake of longing for the way things used to be instead of accepting what God has for you now

· Ie. I have been married 30 years in August.  But how do you think MB would feel if I was constantly mentioning Diane, my old girlfriend.  Oh Diane was always so funny and fun loving.  And she was always so athletic and in shape.  And she was so talented at cheerleading.  I remember how smart she was.  And she was the Richardson County Queen so you know how good looking she was.  How do you think MB would feel?  Longing for what I could not have and longing for what used to be.  Yet what do we do with God?  The same thing when we long for the good old days.
14:5
“then Moses and Aaron” – notice the name that is present here that you would not have suspected – Remember Aaron.  He was the one who had failed miserably earlier when Moses was on the mountain.  This should be so encouraging to all of us.  We looked at a principle some time ago that is also being taught here.
Faith Rest #83  - Lack of Faith today does not mean that you are doomed to no faith tomorrow!

This is such an encouraging principle!

Faith Rest #90 – You can always change to a life of Faith Rest, it is always up to you!

“fell facedown” – the idea here is that they are taking the situation before the Lord.  Unless he intervenes there is no hope.
14:6

They are disgusted and the tearing of the clothes shows their displeasure.

14:7-10

Now I want you to note some points on the reaction of Caleb and Joshua in verses 5-10:

1. They immediately bring God into the picture – most of our problems start when we leave God out of the equation

2. Leaders are not afraid of their people when they know God is on their side

3. The Lord is pleased with us when he sees our faith

4. Joshua knows there is no need to be afraid as long as God is on their side
5. Fear is the direct result of not seeing God at your side

Faith Rest #85 – If your life is ruled by fear you are not living a life of Faith Rest 
Num 14:10
“But the whole assembly talked about stoning them. Then the glory of the Lord appeared at the Tent of Meeting to all the Israelites. “

Faith Rest #84 – Fear will cause us to be irrational!


Talked to my kids about hit and run at an accident.
11 The Lord said to Moses, "How long will these people treat me with contempt? How long will they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I have performed among them?
Faith Rest #70 – Miracles will do absolutely nothing for your faith if you do not go to bible class

14:12 I will strike them down with a plague and destroy them, but I will make you into a nation greater and stronger than they." 

Faith Rest #99 – Our lack of Faith Rest is important to God
Faith Rest #100 - Your lack of Faith Rest will not stop God from using others to accomplish his plan

And for this morning we will add one new principle:

Faith Rest #160 – There will come a time when God has had enough of your lack of faith and the consequences will begin
