We have been on quite a journey these past few weeks as we slowly draw to a close our study of the book of Philippians.  The last several weeks have been applicable to almost everybody.  As you go through scripture there will be certain sections of the word that you relate to and some you do not.  But virtually everybody relates to being content.  I don’t think there is a person in this room who does not want to be content and I do not believe there is a person here who is content 100 % of the time.  Quite honestly I think if we hit 75% on any given week we are having a great week.  But last week we unlocked the secret of being content and we laid out the 5 principles that you need to get a hold of.  But unfortunately for those of you who take notes I am going to mess up your notes because there are actually 6 principles and not 5 as I have mentioned the last two weeks.  Let’s go through this again and I am going to do it quickly as we have a lot to cover today.  Phil 4:11 – Paul says that he has learned to be content.  Now the question that must be asked is what has he learned?

1. He has learned the sufficiency of Christ – Phil 3:8 – Warehouse B instead of Warehouse A
2. He has learned to forget the past and move forward – 3:13 – not forget in the sense of wiping it from your mind but forget in the sense of you past not being allowed to impact your future – you cannot live in the past, you must eliminate your victim mentality and realize that your sovereign Heavenly Father can take something horrible that has happened to you and turn it to good – Losing my job a year before retirement was one of the best things that ever happened to me: It allowed me to be pastor here at Sprague and it has let me build an incredible relationship with my second son who I work with every day
3. He has learned to take what concerns him to the Lord - 4:6,7 – The basics of these verses is as follows: Do not worry about anything but make known your requests to God and the peace of God will protect your heart and thoughts
4. He has learned to focus on the truth of the Word and the other positives in life – 4:8,9

5. He has learned that Christ supplies the power – 4:13
6. He has learned that God always supplies all your needs so what is there to worry and fret about – 4:19 – this principle is why there are so many content Christians in the midst of intense persecution, they know that Christ will supply all their needs
And as a result of this he was completely content chained to a Roman soldier in prison not knowing whether he would live or die.

Today we will look at Principle #5, that Christ supplies the power to live this kind of life.
4:13

Unfortunately this verse will need a lot of work before we can understand its application.  This verse is often quoted but also oftentimes misquoted so let’s make sure we understand it correctly.  One introductory comment.
Remember that there are two sources of power and any act we perform can come from either of these sources and sometimes it is not always clear in our own lives which one it is coming from:

1. The flesh – Our own innate ability, this is what the unbeliever also has.  We have seen some amazing acts performed by unbelievers who did so in the power of the flesh.  I used to love to watch Mikeal Jordan play basketball.  He had a talent to do things with a basketball that was unparalleled in the sport.  Not only his physical ability but his mental ability to will himself to accomplish.  To my knowledge he is not a believer so it was human ability and human ability alone that allowed him to do what he did.  And I could list person after person who you would know who does so with natural born power and talent. 
2. The Holy Spirit/Christ – That spiritual power that each believer has but that few tap into.  That power that is so above the human level that it is obvious that there was divine intervention: David saying “The Battle is the Lords” and the little shepherd boy slew Goliath, Moses stretched out his hand over the sea and the Lord divided the sea and held back the waters and dried up the river bed, Acts 5:12 “The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders amongst the people”, and that same power enabled Paul to be content regardless of the circumstances.
So let’s see how we tap into this kind of power!
“everything” – PAN-TA in the original.  Note that this is listed first in the Greek so it is the point of emphasis.  So Paul is putting a tremendous emphasis on the fact that “all things” can be done.  But let me note this is also the start of the problem with how people misuse this verse.  Everything does not mean everything.  All things does not mean all things.  Let me illustrate with the following statements to make the point:


“I can rob this bank through Christ who strengthens me”


“I can ask this married woman out for a date through Christ who strengthens me”

“I can out drink everybody in this bar through Christ who strengthens me”

The problem is that everything does not mean everything.  I would take it from the Word of God the everything here is limited to that which is in the Will of God.  If it is then Christ will give me strength.  If it is not in the Will of God then I am on my own!


I Cor 6:12 – does everything really mean everything?  Then v18!
                  10:23 – everything in the context!
 “I can do” – Two things here that are very important:

1. The word is ISKANO and it is not the normal word for “do” – it carries the idea of sufficiency as in Lk 22:35-38 – the important point is that the Lord will give you sufficient power to do what is required but he may not give you much more than that – if you need 100 watts of power he may give you 101 but he may not give you 800 watts of power.  Ie. You are not going to feel like Superman here, you are going to feel sufficient but not overpowering

2. Note you are going to be an active partner here.  Most of us want power to be a passive exercise.  We want to sit in our easy chairs and have the power of Christ flow out of us but that is not the way it will happen.  Notice you have an element here which is why Paul says “I can do”.  
Let me give you several examples:
· The first time I taught the word of God it was before 500 people and I was scared to death.  I made it through it, received lots of positive feed back.  I knew it was in his will that I teach the word and do it effectively.  Christ gave me the strength to do it but it was only sufficient strength, it was not like I felt like Billy Graham up there.  And I was an active partner in that it took me studying and preparing and driving to Kansas City to do it.
· Mary Beth when Shorty died and when little Skyler died.

So let’s translate this first part:  “I am sufficient to do all things in the Will of God----”

“Through him” – the Greek literally says “by means of” – Christ is the one who enables you and makes you sufficient – note you are not to be self-sufficient you are to be Christ sufficient.  
“who gives me strength” – Greek literally says “by means of the one empowering me” – The word for empowering is the word DUNAMIS and is our word dynamite.  The idea is tremendous power.  It is the same word used to describe the power it took to raise Christ from the dead.  It is a God like power or strength.  It is a present tense!
So here’s our translation:  “All things in the Will of God I am sufficient for by means of Christ who continuously gives me power”

Now what I am about to say is so important because it is the key to this verse.  And to see this you have to read between the lines and know other parts of scripture.  

Point #1:  The power rests in Christ.  He is the one who is infinite power and if we want to be powerful we must tap into his power.


Point #2: We tap into his power by faith, or faith rest as we have coined it.  


Point #3: We step out in faith and when we do that the power of Christ makes us sufficient for the task but it will require you stepping out in faith – ie. movie where the bridge across the canyon appeared as he stepped out

For example, the match (your faith) and the stick of dynamite (Christ’s power).  You see the power when you apply your faith to Christ’s power!

Let’s see this in operation in scripture:

Mark 5:24 – everybody was touching him and rubbing up against him – like getting to your seat via a ramp on a Nebraska football game

           :25, 26 – if she would have been under a national health care plan this never would have happened


 :27,28 – Notice the faith rest here.  She had faith that Christ could heal her but all the faith in the world would not heal it until her faith was combined with Christ’s power to heal


:29,30 – This is incredible.  You see the power was in Christ and when faith touched Christ the power was released and she was healed

:31-34 – Notice it was in the will of God that she be healed.  If it had not been in the Will of God then all the faith and all the touching in the world would not have healed her

Now do not think for one moment that if something is in the Will of God that Jesus is dependent on you having faith to accomplish it.  He can bypass your lack of faith if he wants to.  Next verse.

Mark 5:35,36 – what Jesus is saying is that I have the power to do anything that I want to and all you have to do is believe and you can tap into that power

:37-40 – there was no faith here


:41-43 – I would take it there was no faith on the part of the parents and yet he had the power because it was his will

Lk 6:17-19 – the power was in Christ and when they believed the power came from Christ to heal their illnesses because it was in the Will of God
Lk 8:40-48 (same accounts as what we just read but this is so incredible let’s read it again) – note the power is in Christ, faith taps into that power, then the power heals

Acts 1:8 – power when HS comes

Rom 4:19-21 – the faith did not empower but the faith released the power
II Cor 12:7-10
Warning:  Do not make Faith a work by saying that it takes a huge amount of faith.  The power is NOT in your faith or the amount of your faith, the power is in the one you are putting your faith in.  Notice this in Matt 17:

V14-16 – Now we know from the context that it definitely was in the Will of God that he be healed because Jesus will soon heal the man.  So what is the problem?


V17-18 – notice the problem, unbelieving!


V19 – the disciples want to know what the problem was because they saw how easy it was for Jesus to do


V20-21 – Notice the critical point here.  The mustard seed is the tiniest of seeds, I suppose equivalent to our carrot seeds.  And note if you had the tiniest of faith it would unlease the power of God to such a degree that you could move mountains.  It is not the size of your faith that matters it is the power that it releases.

Ie. hold up fire cracker and then a blow torch or a match or a flint strike


But the problem was that the disciples had virtually non-existent faith, it was so miniscule and so small that it couldn’t even tap into the power of God.  If so they would have healed the man.  If so “nothing would have been impossible to them”.
Some applications:

1. You have the God given power to be content if you choose to be
2. Most of us are not content because it is easier to whine and complain then to exercise a tiny tiny amount of faith

3. Great accomplishments are not because of your great faith they are because of our powerful God
4. Christ will empower you to do things you never could have imagined you could do – make it through financial disaster, survive a divorce, work through the death of your beloved mate, handle an illness, deal with the waywardness of your children, forgive the unforgivable, live with an impossible husband or wife, maybe even not complain about your pastor, etc
5. The more you know of God’s Word the more you will know of his Will

6. You have the ability to accomplish all things that are in the Will of God for you
7. The most exciting Christian to be around is one who is weak in themselves but powerful in Christ – my hero is not the football player, the sports star who we seem to always want to promote.  It’s the young lady who through Christ recovers from the terrible sexual abuse of her father, it’s the young man who grows up with an alcoholic father and then marries and is an awesome father and husband, it is the teenager who despite all the mocking and teasing from the peer group maintains his or her commitment to sexual abstinence.

8. Let’s quit feeling sorry for ourselves, let’s quit the pity parties, let’s quit the “woe is me junk” because we can do all things through Christ who gives us the power

I close with this.  Now don’t shut me out here.  Can you listen for one more minute.

Some of you are in a crisis, maybe one that nobody really even knows about but you.  Oh on the outside you look great but on the inside you are a wreck.  You are saying to yourself:  I just can’t do this.  I can’t handle this anymore!  My friends did it ever occur to you that you were never made to handle it or intended to?  

How about this?  Just once!  Just once this week!  Now is once too much to ask?  When faced with a difficult situation say: Lord, I ask for your power.  Lord it is your battle I am fighting.  Please help me ------ and then step out in faith.

My friends, it works and it is the only way to live!
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