There are many things that a person can be known for.  You mention the name Johnny Rodgers and you think of a great punt return in the game of the century against Oklahoma.  You mention the name John Kennedy and you think of “Ask not what your country can do for you but what you can do for your country” and then of course you think of his tragic assignation.  Mention the name Tom Osborne and you think of integrity and honesty.  Mention the name Jesus Christ and you think of love and giving for others.

For about a year we studied the Faith Rest life, looking at principle after principle on living a life of faith.  But faith is only as good as the object in which it is placed.  This past Tuesday we elected a President and over 50 million people put their faith in Barrack Obama, saying he was the man for the job.  One lady this week said “I don’t have anything to worry about for me or my two kids because Mr Obama will take care of me”.  She had a lot of faith, but is the object worthy of it?  We will see!
I am here to tell you this morning that Jesus Christ is worthy of your faith.  He has never lied, he has never not been there for you, and there has never been a time that he has not listened and then done what is right for you.  As we studied last week he is our Good Shepherd and he cares for his sheep.
This week I want to look at the essence of who Jesus was, he was a man who cared for others.  He put others above himself and he did it for his entire ministry until in his final act of caring for others when he went to the cross and died for our sins.  
We have already looked at the account of the Samaritan woman, where Jesus was more concerned with her salvation than he was the ridicule of the Pharisees and the scorn of the disciples.  One of our first accounts was of the healing of a blind man, where once again Jesus faced the scorn of the religious crowd.  But that was okay because the blind man, who nobody else would help, was more important than what the Pharisees thought.  We also looked at the feeding of the 5000 where Jesus was concerned because they had nothing to eat and they were miles from home.
This morning we are going to look at several accounts of Jesus where he ministers even though he is tired and weary.  The role of ministry, which we all have, is not always at a convenient time.  You can’t schedule ministry between the hours of 8 and 5.  Yet being tired did not stop our Lord from serving others.

I have picked Jesus and serving others as our subject for this morning because that is what you did when you served in our armed services.  When you were serving your country you were serving others.  Your service was not always fun, it was certainly inconvenient, and in doing so there were many times you were weary and tired.  That is the price of service.
Let’s turn to Mark 1:21-45 and look at a typical day in the life of our Lord.  
1:21,22  

Notice that the primary purpose of Jesus was to teach.  His primary purpose was not the miracles.  The miracles were merely the proof that his teaching was from God.  So the first thing he did upon arriving in Capernaum was to teach.

This is why Sunday after Sunday we open the scripture and we teach.  Religion will not change your life, social activity will not change your life, but the teaching of God’s word certainly will.  So Jesus taught the people.

1:23,24  the evil spirit knew who Jesus was and the spirit is crying out
1:25-28  So this is just the beginning of his day

1:29-31  Then upon entering the home of James and John he has to heal the mother in law

1:32  The sun is down and normally in that time it was time to cease from activity.  There was no electricity and the only light was candlelight.  But notice that our Lord is still serving.  But not big deal because this was just a few people, right?

1:33,34  This was all done after most would have been in bed

Who knows what time it was when he finally got to bed?  So he got to sleep in the next day, right?

1:35  Jesus was not being selfish here, it was time to recharge his spiritual batteries and the way to do that is time alone and prayer.  Some of you know exactly what I am talking about.

1:36,37  He has given and given and it is still not enough.  They still want more.  So what will Jesus do?  
1:38,39  He decides to go into the neighboring towns so that he can minister to other people and not just a select few
Let’s note some principles about serving here before we go on:

1. The greatest things we can do is to invest our lives in other people – Some of you have wondered what I do besides teach on Sunday morning and hours on Tuesday afternoons.  Obviously I have to spend time in the study of the word.  If you expect to have something to say on Sunday morning you had better do some study during the week?  But apart from that what do I do?  I invest my life in teaching others. Maybe I have spent time meeting with you and talking about grace and how our lives are different when we live under grace than under the law.  Maybe I have spent time with one of you because you are having problems in a relationship, usually with a girlfriend or a husband or wife.  Maybe I have spent time with you in prayer, praying over the lives of those important to you.  Whatever it is, any time we invest in the lives of people we are making a good investment.
2. If we want to make a wise investment in the lives of others, we will teach them – v21,22

3. In serving others sometimes the hours get long – General Patton’s army turning around
4. Just because you are tired does not mean you get to quit – Monday night we had Administration Board, Tuesday I had office hours, Wednesday night we had prayer meeting, Thursday night I had the privilege of meeting with one of you and doing a bible study on grace, Saturday was spent in preparation for Sunday, and then Sunday morning I taught.  But I did have a great nap on Sunday afternoon.  My Lord didn’t get too many of those.  But sometimes the hours are long but when people are hurting you just keep on going.  

5. Spending time alone is not being selfish – stopping at BW’s, turning off the cell phone, eating one of their cheeseburgers, and watching some meaningless football game.  But Keith, wasn’t that kind of selfish, what if your wife needed to get a hold of you, or there was a problem at the rental, or someone got admitted to the hospital?  You were unreachable.  That’s right!
6. To really recharge your batteries you will need to spend time alone and you will need to pray
7. Be patient when others don’t understand your need for alone time
8. Be careful if some want all of your time – ie. Charlie and time in the center

9. It will help if you recognize why you are here – v38

10.  One of the greatest joys in life is recognizing your purpose and then doing it

11.   Be sure you spend time with those who are not the “squeaky wheel”

Let’s turn to our next passage on service to others.  Ch 3
3:1-3  So imagine the scene.  You have a man with a shriveled hand standing up.  You have the religious crowd who could care less about the man but cares a whole lot about their silly religious rules.

3:4-6  So it is a Sabbath and Jesus wants to know if he should do good or evil on their Sabbath?  So he heals the man and they want to kill him for healing someone.  Chloe just said “Nonsense, they want to kill someone for healing”.

Applications on service:

1. Many who are religious don’t care about people

2. It is permissible to get angry at religion

3. The religious crowd will not understand it when you invest your life in people
And our final passage on Serving Others is 4:35-41.  It wouldn’t be appropriate if we didn’t have a little talk about Faith Rest on our day where we honor our vets and express our appreciation for them.  It would take faith to go into battle knowing that you might die on that battlefield.
V35 – We never know what trials lie ahead as we start our day.  Chuck Swindoll likes to say “It started out as just another ordinary day”.  This is where most trials happen, in the ordinary living of life.
V36 – Sometimes you have to leave the crowd so that you can teach just a few.  Jesus has been teaching and teaching but he has been doing it to thousands of people at a time.  Now he must teach his disciples who will carry on after he is gone.
V37 – I believe that Satan was behind this because in v39 it says he rebuked the wind and that implies somebody is behind this storm.  We learn from Job 1 that Satan is capable of creating a storm and I believe he did so here to try and kill Christ.
V38-41

Some important principles:

1. Sometimes the most important thing is not teaching the thousands but teaching just a few – teaching one person grace and that person has an incredible impact after I am gone

2. It is possible to relax in the midst of trials even though others are all stressed out

3. Some people will interpret inactivity as not caring

4. There never is a point where Christ is not in control
5. Faith is the antidote for fear – v40 has “fearful” as a noun
6. You will live your life in fear if you do not realize who is in the boat of life with you

Characteristic #8 of Jesus the Shepherd:  The shepherd is concerned when his sheep are hurting
The reason we don’t become discouraged is we look at the things we don’t see.  Our emphasis is on the spiritual.

Now notice the 3 results of the up close and personal shepherd we have!

1. Goodness – the Hebrew word is TOBE and it was used of the word God used to describe his creation and all that he made - Good
2. Love – HESSED - kindness
3. Be in the presence of the Lord forever

