This entire month we have had our focus be on giving thanks.  And on this  first Sunday of Advent, we are going to continue with our theme of giving thanks by giving thanks for our Lord and what he has done for us in salvation.  That is the essence of communion, where we had a debt we could not pay so Christ paid a debt he did not owe.  And we will continue to celebrate our Lord as we approach Christmas in the next few week.  

Before I start I have to relate a story that has really bothered me since it happened last Sunday.  We were in Ind. last week and whenever we see somebody in uniform Mary Beth just goes right up to them and sticks out her hand and thanks them for serving their country and doing so for us.  This happened again in the Kansas City airport as two men, one in his early 40’s  and the other younger.  Mary Beth went right up to them and shook their hand and told them how much she appreciated what they did.  The older of the two kind was kind of taken back and looked Mary Beth right in the eye and said “Thank you, that means a lot, I didn’t think anybody cared anymore.”.  They went on to say that the younger one had just gotten married and they were being shipped off to Iraq.  Of course by then I had also appeared and had shook their hands and told them thank you for their service.

Couple things come from this and I mention this because we have many who listen to this on the web and it touches a lot more lives than just those here this morning:

1. I encourage you to do the same when you see somebody in uniform.  Just walk up to them and shake their hand and say thank you.  But you say “I would not feel comfortable doing that.  So!  Do you think they feel comfortable putting their life on the line?  Do you think they feel comfortable leaving family behind as they go to a part of the world where they have never been?
2. Let us not lose sight of what our soldiers sacrifice!  Mention man who did two years of duty in Iraq and wife divorced him and still recovering from that, both emotionally and financially
3. Let us remember that some have paid the ultimate price – John says “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends”.  Recovering Soldier address:
Let us be ever mindful that we are free to worship in peace today because of the sacrifice of so many over the years.  As one song writer put it, “All gave some but some gave all”.  

This morning we are going to look at what the scripture says about giving thanks.  We have covered it as a theme but now we are going to look at some verses on what the NT has to say about giving thanks.  First the word itself.
The word to “give thanks” is a combination of two Greek words:

1. EU – good

2. KARISTEW – the word comes from the root KARIS or grace 

I think this is a really important point right from the start.

Principle #1:  To really be thankful you must understand grace
You see, all of us have this inborn sin nature that tells us that we deserve something.  That we are owed something.  But quite frankly from the divine perspective about the only thing you are owed is the payment for your sins.   So whatever you receive that is more than that is grace.  And once we understand that it will change your entire outlook of life.


Ie. working with some Section 8 applicants

      Dave Ramsey, the national personal financial expert, when asked how he is doing answers back “Batter than I deserve”.  This is someone who understands grace!

Principle #2:  The more you understand grace the more you will give thanks


Ie. Had 5:00 appointment to show a house in Greenwood and I was just on the way out and Jerod calls me and he is stuck at his job site because his pickup won’t start.  Thinks it is the battery and I wasn't too far from there so I stop to buy some jumper cables and then come to find out it wasn't the battery.  Well by this time I am late for my appt and I am whining a little.  Get to Greenwood, show the house, and go to my car and the battery is dead.  But what do I have setting in my front seat.  So I started praising God’s grace.  You see I was whining earlier so what did I deserve?  To set out at Greenwood until help arrived.  But God in his grace had provided the solution, the jumper cables, before I even knew there was a problem.
The next thing I want to mention about the words for giving thanks is that if you were look at every use and every form of the word in the NT, approximately 55 of them, you would see that out of all those uses only 3 of them refer to giving thanks to man.  The scripture overwhelmingly points out that the one we are to give thanks to is our God.
Principle #3:  Although it is important to thank men, we must never lose sight that it is God we are to ultimately thank
Read Luke 17:11-19


V13 – grace


V17 – only one out of 10

Principle #4:  All receive abounding grace, but few give thanks for it

· Mention dad teaching us about thanking mom!
· Talk about corn prices are down from their highs but they are still significantly higher than they were.  Do you think you deserve high corn prices?  Have you lived such a holy righteous pure life in both action and thought that you deserve $10 corn?  I don’t think so.  Again it comes back to an understanding of grace

John 11:41,42
Principle #5:  We are to be thankful that God always hears us

One of the things growing up as a child was knowing when the right time was to talk to my Dad.  Dad worked long hard hours and he had a temper too so you didn’t always have easy access to him.  You couldn’t talk to him during the news or Johny Carson.  And you never talked to him during or immediately after a nap.  And if he was in his easy chair with his feet propped up that meant he was relaxing so that was not a good time either.

I am so thankful that my heavenly father is not that way.


Ie. can’t sleep – I can pray – Keith, do you know what time it is

Romans 1:8

Principle #6:  We are to thank God for our fellow believers


Ie. Mark S died and Voline should really feel our love

Romans 7:14-25
Principle #7:  We are to thank God that we can be free from the snare of sin


Ie. talk to them about a snare and Ross’s massive 8 point buck
Eph 5:4

Principle #8:  Thanksgiving is to replace improper uses of our mouth

Eph 5:17-so what is the will of God for us:
1. v18 – well Lord I’m okay with that one

2. v19 – ‘’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’

3. v20 – no it gets a little tougher

“always” – in every circumstance of life

“giving thanks” – present tense – continuously giving thanks

“for everything” – in everything that happens in life

This is so important that Paul repeats it again in I Th 5:18 – “in everything give thanks”

Principle #9:  There is never a circumstance in life that we are not to thank God for

Phil 4:6,7

Principle #10:  It is to be an important part of our prayers

I Th 2:13
Principle #11:  We are to thank our Lord continuously for believers who believe that this book is the word of God

II Th 1:3

Principle #12:  We are to thank God when believers grow in faith and love

I Tim 2:1-3

Principle #13:  We are to thank God for our political leaders

