It started out as just another ordinary busy day.  Little did I know that it would end up being a day I would never forget.  The snow had hit over the night and with over 30 places needing snow removal I figured Jerod would like a little help.  So bright and early Thursday morning Jerod and I started with the one closest to our home, expecting to end late the day clear out in Lincoln Air Park.

Then the call came from Mary Beth.  Your best friend Mike Watson’s Dad is in intensive care, and they are considering taking off the life supports.  He’d like you to be there.  Wow!  How that changes a morning.  So after getting back to the house and getting cleaned up and putting something a little more pastoral like I went out to St Elizabeth, not knowing what I was going to experience.  For you see, though I have been in the room when people have died I have never been in a room when the life supports are removed and the family waits for the loved one to die.  This was going to be way out of my comfort zone.

By the time I arrived they were just removing the last support.  After praying with the family and along with them set and waited, listing to the beep and watching the heart rate go from 75 to 74 and then to 70, and slowly downward.  What only took maybe 20 minutes seemed like hours as we waited for the Lord to call one of his saints home.
I reminded all of I Sam 2 and how it is the Lord who gives life and it is the Lord who takes it away.  But in the end as the monitor announced that life was over I was hit with the reality that some day soon it would be me in that bed and my life would be over as well.  What would be the sum total of my life?
And I was reminded of the prior week when my son Jerod had his Monday night bible study and they were discussing their fathers.  The teacher asked them what words came to mind as they described their Dad.  Some said absent, another said invisible, and words like worthless, drunkard, never knew him came from the group.  But when they got to Jerod he apologized because he didn’t want to make the others feel bad but he said of his Dad:  loving, hard work, and respect for women.  Tears rolled down my face as Jerod told me about it.  It was like hearing your funeral while you were still alive.
Life is about relationships and if I accomplish nothing more in my ministry here at Sprague I hope I imprint that in you.  We will see that in our study of the Faith Rest life this morning.  So please turn to Numbers 14:18.
Remember that the people have rejected the Lord and have set their eyes upon their circumstances and said they are bigger than their God.  So in v18 we learned a new Faith Rest principle.

Faith Rest #161 – Your lack of Faith Rest may bring consequences to your family that will last all of their lives.

Ie. David

               Jonah – did he ever gain back all his color?

14:20
This means that the Lord is not going to wipe them out and start over again as he mentioned he might do previously.  So once again he has extended grace.  But that does not mean there will not be consequences.

V21-37
Notice these points:

1. The Lord will be the victor as all the earth will be filled with his glory – remember this in the years to come as the impact of Islam increases

2. Never underestimate the power of the Godly praying for the ungodly – instead of looking down his nose at them Moses was praying for them – what do we do here at Sprague?

3. There was no escape for anybody who lacked Faith Rest – “not one of the men” – the point is that God does not play favorites – He will oftentimes handle the same situation in different ways because of a different plan but he is not a person of favorites
4. They were without excuse – notice all had seen his glory and his signs – not like one of them would say “What Red Sea?” – We are without excuse as well!  We are not a victim!
5. There was constant unfaithfulness – “ten times” – There should be no pity for the Israelites here because they had many opportunities to change
6. The problem was that God was talking but they were not listening – v22 – ie. my kids

7. the consequences were total and irreversible – v23
8. they would all die without ever reaching the promised land –v24

9. Even though you may exercise Faith Rest it does not mean the lack of Faith Rest by others will not impact you – v24 – Caleb will be able to go into the land and he will not die in the desert but for 40 yrs he is going to wander with them.  His blessing is delayed because of the unbelief of others.

10. the grumbling and complaining is heard by God – v27

11. Sometimes the consequences of a unthankful attitude is catastrophic – v28 – Mention how the US is going down the path of destruction financially.  Started with Lyndon Johnson and has continued with EVERY President since then.  We are literally spending ourselves to ruin and it is irreversible at this point.  It will impact every man, woman, and child regardless of income level or age.  I personally predict within the next 10 years we will see a major economic collapse that will rattle the entire world.  Just remember it is a consequence of a poor choice!
12. Anybody 20 yrs and older who is a grumbler will die in the wilderness – v29 – For this particular event the age of accountability is 21.  I have noAre we any better at this grumbling thing?  Notice that the consequences were relatively minor in the beginning but as the grumbling continued the consequences became catastrophic.  So it would be a good thing to handle the complaining and whining in the early stages.
13. Be careful what you wish for – Notice 14:1-3 where they wanted to die in the wilderness so they get exactly what they wished for.  So they will not die in the promised land they will die in the wilderness and they are not happy about that either.  Ie. complain because no job and then complain because they have a job
14. It all boils down to whether they would believe God’s promises or not – v30

15. God always keeps his promises – v31

16. The children suffer the consequences of their fathers sin – v33

17. Irreversible Consequences – v35

18. But leaders are held in greater judgment – v36,37

Faith Rest #162 – Leaders are held to a higher standard of Faith Rest
