On this last Sunday of 2008 I think it is only fitting that we finish our short mini-series on the life of Jesus.  Next week, the first Sunday of 2009, we will begin a detailed study of the book of Philippians, often called the book of joy.

By way of introduction I want you to know that what I asked you to do on this Christmas Mary Beth and I did.  In all areas of leadership I think it is important that you do yourself what you have asked others to do.  So on Christmas morning we packed everybody into our little living room.  We had our children, in laws, grandkids, and a whole bunch of presents.  We started off as I spent a few minutes going through Mark 4 and how Jesus calmed the storm, reminding all that Jesus can calm the storm in our lives as well if we will only let him.  Then I told the kids that their mom and I were going to share with each one what we had learned from them and what characteristics we so admired about each one.  We started with the oldest, our Ross, and I told Ross in what areas I had learned so much from him.  Natrina, our youngest, was over in the corner, tears running down her cheeks.  Before we finished there was not a dry eye in our living room, as each one of our kids was so touched.  We were able to thank Jerod’s wife Jessica for sticking with Jerod when he was only 17, when most would have kicked him out of their life.  We get to so enjoy our little granddaughter Chloe as a result.  And so it went.  If you were here several weeks ago you heard some of it as I shared with you the importance of relationships and what I have learned from my kids, from those I love the most.
After we were finished we opened presents and the atmosphere of love so permeated that little living room.  To a child, they all said that this was the best Christmas ever.  I think my Charlie hugged me at least 20 times on Christmas day alone, telling me how much I meant to him.  It was something amazing to be a part of.

But here’s my question to you?  What if MB and I had gone our separate ways a number of years ago when we were having our marriage problems?  Would we have been able to experience something like that?  No!  But because we were obedient even when we did not want to be we got to experience that incredible blessing on Christmas morning from the Lord.  But what if we had not been obedient?  Then that was a blessing the Lord had for us that we would never have experienced.  
Imagine going to heaven and standing by Jesus Christ as He lovingly shows you the calendar of His plan for your earthly life.  It begins with the day you were born.  Once you believed in Him for your salvation, every day that follows is outlined in red.  You see footprints walking through each day of each week of your life.  On many of the days, two sets of footprints appear.  You inquire “Jesus, are those my footprints on the calendar every day and is the second set of prints when you joined me?  He answers “No, my precious child.  The consistent footprints on your calendar are mine.  The second set of footprints are when you joined Me.”

   “Where were you going, Jesus?”

    “To the destiny I planned for you, hoping you’d follow.” 
    “But, Jesus, where are my footprints all those times?”
    He answers, “Sometimes you went back to look at old resentments and habits while I was still going forward, hoping you’d join me.  Sometimes, you departed from my path and chose your own calendar instead.  Other times, your footprints can even be seen on another person’s calendar because you thought you liked their plan better.  At other times you simply stopped because you would not let go of something you could not take to the next day.

“But Jesus, we ended up ok even if I didn’t walk with you every day, didn’t we?   He holds you close and smiles, “Yes child, we ended up ok.  But you see, ok was never what I had in mind for you”

“Jesus, what are those golden treasure boxes on certain days?”

“Blessings, my child, I had for you along the way.  Those that are open are those you received!  Those still closed were days you did not walk with me.”
These are tough times in which we live but I can say with 100% certainty that every day the Lord has planned for you many golden treasure boxes.  
This morning we are going to look at some of these boxes that you will leave unopened in 2009 if you do not live by Faith Rest.  

Golden Box #1:  A great attitude regardless of your circumstances.  
Acts 16:16-25
· The circumstances were terrible, they were unjustly jailed, their rights guaranteed by the Roman government were being violated, and from the filthy, rat infested, wet and smelly jail you hear:  Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee, How Great thou art, How Great thou art.

· Their attitude was not dependent upon their circumstances.  They controlled what they could control.
· Instead of self-pity and feeling sorry for themselves they were thankful.  They simply trusted the Lord and his wisdom.
You say well that was a one time euphoric moment that Paul had.  Okay, then Phil 1:12-14.  He’s tied to a Roman soldier 24/7 in Rome AS HE WRITES THIS!
· For Paul the issue was not whether he was comfortable but instead whether the gospel was advanced

· He could not control when he was fed or if he was fed.  He could not control what the soldier said to him.  He could not control anything about his life.  But he could control his attitude.
Now I am not going to tell you that I have this mastered.  It’s yesterday and I get the phone call.  “We have about an inch of water in the basement here so you better get over right away”.  So I go over to the 12 plex and come to find out the main sewer line is clogged up somewhere under the parking lot and every bit of sewage that flows out from 12 apartment units is backing up through a floor drain in the basement.  So I do what every good Christian manager would do.  I call my employee, who happens to be my son, and say “Jerod, how soon can you be here?  Dad, I’m 6 hrs away in Joplin.  Why do you ask?  Dad, why are you asking?”.  Jerod thought it was really funny that the sewer was backing up and he was in Joplin.  So immediately I tell everybody to quit using their toilets, etc. and start cleaning up the mess.  And my original plans were to go out with my wife on a date!

So what happens if you have a great attitude that is independent of your circumstances?
· You enjoy life

· You are fun to be around

· You encourage others

· You will laugh a whole lot more

Golden Box #2:  The joy of stability
Ps 1:1 – a happy man will reject the way of the wicked
       :2 – a happy man is described

       :3 -  the result – stability
Mark 4:35-41

· V35,36 – they have been taught all day and now it is time to see if they believe what they have been taught – it is application time

· V37 – nasty storm – pressure – they have been in bible class all day so here comes the pressure in the form of difficult circumstances – Let’s see whether they were listening in bible class or texting their friends?
· V38 – notice that Jesus was stable as he was asleep – he was God and he knew the storm was raging, always has known it – notice that the “woke” and “said” are both present tense, they were panicking – they said it over and over again – Note that they call him teacher, which is interesting because it implies that they are students and they apparently didn’t learn anything – Finally notice they question whether or not he even cares – sound familiar?

· V39 – Only God can do this – notice that God can eliminate your pressure or any difficult circumstance in your life in a heartbeat – But does that really help you?

· V40 – Faith is the antidote for fear!  Faith and fear cannot co-exist in the same mind at the same time

· V41 – Note they do not get it – they still don’t have faith, even after he identifies the problem

Questions to ask yourself:

· Do you see events as random or do you see them as orchestrated by the Master Planner to grow you?  Gen 50:15-21
· Have you learned to exercise faith in the little pressures of life?

· Has that helped you exercise faith in the big pressures of life? (ie. Joseph had the privilege of exercising faith in the light because he had exercised faith in the darkness)

· Are you more concerned about your comfort or about your growth? Mikeal Phelps audio!

Mary Beth and I have a daily reminder of what happens when you don’t have stability.  


Ie. Talk about Dell and his walking and being afraid of falling even though he has not fallen in 8 yrs

Talk about going through every house of Sprague and delivering the invitation to the Christmas Eve service and slipping and sliding on all the snow.  Never so glad to get back on the road in my stable car.
So in 2009 open the golden box of stability!

Golden Box #3:  The joy of peace
Rom 5:1
